
Jennifer Thomas – President-Elect 

Gurstel Law Firm, San Diego, California 

 Jenny Thomas (Craft) was raised in the village of Francis Creek, WI and now lives 
in San Diego, CA. She values her ties to her home state where she grew up and 
attended the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. After graduating from Western 
Michigan Cooley Law School in Grand Rapids, MI, she was admitted to the 
California and Wisconsin bars. At school she enjoyed being part of the Mock Trial 
Team, Moot Court, and Pro Bono program, among other activities.  She has 
practiced with a nationwide Subrogation Firm and is currently employed with a 
nationwide Commercial Collections firm. Jenny stays connected through NRLD, 
which she has been a member since 2019 and a Director since 2021. During her 
term as a director, she contributed to the Annual Meeting & Conference (AMC) 

and Communications committees, including the chair for the AMC committee for the 2023 conference.  

Looking to the future, she plans to take all opportunities possible to connect, listen, and learn from 
those she engages with to grow our networking within NLRD, share her experience with event planning, 
and advocate in the interest of NRLD members. She strives to meet the goal of continuing the impactful 
work of the NRLD and making it even more visible through NRLD events, such as the AMC, in writing, 
and through both virtual and in person meetings.   

In her free time Jenny enjoys traveling with her husband, reading, and volunteering with a local Miss 
America preliminary she co-founded, a recognized 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Over the past 
decade she has had the pleasure to be engaged in a mentorship program with the future workforce and 
community leaders, among them, six Miss Wisconsins and the current Miss America.  She also enjoys 
volunteering to help youth mock trial competitions and other professional development programs.  



Erik Guenther - Treasurer 

Department of Homeland Security / Federal Emergency Management Agency (DHS/FEMA), 
Christiansted, Virgin Islands 

I was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and educated at Carthage College and 
the University of Wisconsin Law School.  From 2002 until 2012, I practiced 
law in my home state of Wisconsin. I have also worked for rule of law 
programs in Afghanistan (2007—2008; 2012—2015) and Belize (2011—
2012) funded by the U.S. Department of State, and as an Assistant Federal 
Defender (2016—2019) representing inmates on Death Row in Arizona, 
California, Nevada, and Texas. Currently, I work for FEMA as a Team Lead 
Attorney-Advisor helping the U.S. Virgin Islands recover from Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria. 

I will be completing my term as Immediate Past-President of the Nonresident Lawyers Division (“NRLD”) 
Board and I have also served for two terms as a NRLD Director. Since my initial term on the NRLD Board, 
I was repeatedly elected by my NRLD Board colleagues to serve on the Board of Governors (“BOG”). I 
organized multiple Nevada Chapter events, and I was the lead organizer of the NRLD’s CLE programming 
for the Annual Meeting and Conference in 2018 and 2019.  

My commitment to the State Bar is longstanding. I have served on the Civil Rights and Liberties Section 
Board, the Legislative Oversight Committee, the Communications Committee, Board of Governors, and 
BOG Executive Committee.  

I hope to be reelected to the NRLD board to continue to contribute to its efforts, and serve as a voice for 
members who practice outside of Wisconsin, including members who practice outside of the continental 
United States. 



Angela Aliota – Director - incumbent 

The Law Offices of Angela M. Aliota, Warrenville, Illinois 

My name is Angela Aliota and my primary practice is in the State of Illinois; however, 
I was born and raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Wisconsin will always be home to 
me. I graduated from UW Madison in 2002 and am a Badger for life as well!  

I was honored to be elected to this board for the 2022-2023 calendar year. I want to 
continue my work and continue meeting amazing attorneys from all over the Country 
that want to be involved in the Wisconsin State Bar, and continue to contribute to 
the NRLD goals. Thank you for considering me as director for the 2023-2024 year! 



Daneka Hill – Director - incumbent Ameriprise 

Financial, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 I’m an attorney and in-house legal affairs manager for a financial 
services firm headquartered in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I have 
deep-rooted ties to Wisconsin, which drives my desire to ensure 
nonresident lawyers have an active influence and presence within 
the Wisconsin State Bar. 

In addition to my responsibilities as a lawyer, I’m a member of 
various community and legal organizations. I was recognized by the 

Minnesota Justice Foundation for my commitment to community service, receiving the Public Service 
Award for providing 150+ hours of pro bono services. I believe my diverse background and experience 
would effectively promote the NRLD's mission and objectives. 

I’m passionate about diversity and fostering connections for a strong NRLD community. Over the past 
two years, I’ve enjoyed working with NRLD stakeholders and members to promote these values within 
the Wisconsin State Bar. I also serve on the Board of Directors and I’m chair of the NRLD CLE Committee. 

My leadership positions have prepared me to continue contributing in this role. If elected for another 
term, I’d continue my current efforts and partner with legal organizations to increase NRLD exposure 
and membership. I’d also seek to increase CLE and networking opportunities for current NRLD members. 

With your support, I would be honored to serve another term as one of your board members. 



Jeffrey O'Brien – Director - incumbent Chestnut 

Cambronne PA, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

I was fortunate to have been appointed to complete the final year of a term on 
the NRLD Board in 2022-23.  I have greatly enjoyed my time serving on the 
Board as well as the CLE and Communications Committees, and I wish to be 
elected for a full two-year term.  If elected, I hope to continue the Board's 
efforts to provide outreach and opportunities to a diverse membership, and to 
maintain the high levels of professionalism and inclusiveness which the State 
Bar of Wisconsin embodies.  I would be honored to have your vote. 



Jake Armellani - Director 

Amazon (Prime Video), Seattle, Washington 

My name is Jake Armellani and I currently am part of Amazon's Prime Video 
Legal team based in Seattle, WA. I support Amazon's Channels and Sports 
businesses, which include various properties such as Thursday Night Football, 
FAST Channels and HBO Max. When I first joined Amazon, I was part of the 
Worldwide Operations Legal team supporting Robotics and Amazon's 
Fulfillment Centers during the height of COVID-19. While at Marquette (L'19), I 
earned a Sports Law Certificate from the NSLI, served as an editor on the 
Marquette Sports Law Review, and was an active member within both the 
Health Law and IP Law Societies. In undergrad, Iearned Academic All-American 
status while starting on nationally ranked men's wrestling and rugby teams at 
UW-Parkside. I look forward to becoming a more active member of the WI Bar 
Association and serving my fellow nonresident members. 



Roya Bahrami - Director 

Intel Corporation, Portland, Oregon 

Roya took a year off from serving as a director of the NRLD Board in order to 
focus on her newborn son. She is now ready to get back to work for the Board 
and bring with her the experience she gained in the previous two years. 
Together with the Communications and Diversity committees, she organized 
social media posts, contributed an article to Wisconsin Lawyer magazine, and 
planned events to increase the visibility of the NRLD. She has been a member 
of the NRLD since 2013, while living in Washington, D.C., San Francisco, CA, 
and now Portland, OR! She currently works as in-house counsel to Intel 
Corporation and previously worked as an attorney for the federal government. 
She graduated from UW Law School in 2012.  



Umberto Davi - Director 

Umberto S. Davi, PC, Western Srpings, Illinois 

My name is Umberto Davi, and I am seeking a position as one of 
the Directors of the Non-Resident Lawyers Division of the State 
Bar of Wisconsin. I have been licensed to practice law in Illinois 
since 1982 and was admitted to practice in Wisconsin in August 
2015. Our family has had a home in Elkhart Lake since 1994 and 
find ourselves travelling to that area just about every other 
weekend. We have absolutely loved Wisconsin for many years, 
so much so that in 1984 I received a job offer from the M & I 
Bank in Milwaukee and we were all set to move there. In 2015 
to 2016, I was President of the Illinois State Bar Association. In 

September 2015, I held one of our Board of Governors meetings at the Osthoff resort, in 
conjunction with one of your Bar’s B of G meetings, which was to be held in Elkhart Lake. Ralph 
Cagle (a very dear friend of ours, along with his wife Tonia) was your Bar President that year 
and I had the privilege of attending many of your meetings. I have attended many CLE seminars 
in Wisconsin; some in Milwaukee, several in Door County (Sturgeon Bay). I would like to be 
more involved in the Wisconsin State Bar Association and I hope you will give me the 
opportunity to do so, as one of the Non-Resident Board Division Directors. Thank you. 



Brayton Marie Deprey - Director 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Chicago, Illinois 

During my first two years of practice, I was actively involved in the 
Wisconsin legal community, serving on the Wisconsin State Bar's 
Leadership Develop Committee and serving as a director of the 
Association of Women Lawyers. Although I've since moved out of state, I 
plan to keep my Wisconsin license and remain active in the community. 
Serving as a director of the Nonresident Lawers Division would be a 
meaningful way for me to remain involved in, and help improve, the 
Wisconsin legal community.  



Richard Ebbott - Director 

Ebbott Law, Flint, Michigan 

I graduated from Wisconsin Law School in 1967 and was admitted to the 
bar that year. After serving as an Assistant District Attorney in Rock County 
for 3 1/2 years I moved to Flint, MI where I have been in private pracitce 
ever since, doing mainly civil trial work. I am a member of the state and 
federal bars. I have also been admitted to pracctice in the US Court of 
Claims and the US Supreme Court. My wife and I have family in Wisconsin 
including four members of the Wisconsin Bar.       

I have kept contacts with Wisconsin lawyers for legal work here and in 
Wisconsin. Over the years I have contacted many lawyers for litigation help 
in their states. My first approach when looking for a lawyer in another state 

is to find one who graduated from Wisconsin Law School. This has served me very well. I also worked 
with the late Jack DeWitt (my mentor when I clerked for his firm) on a progrm to assistent new lawyers 
in solo or small law offices.          

I am interested in programs and other opportunities for non-resident lawyers to maintain their contacts 
with Wisconsin and particularly Wisconsin Law. In this age of social media there are so many avenues to 
connect those of us who are privileged to have a degree from Wisconsin Law for business, educational 
purposes, mutual interests or just good times. If nominated and elected I would be pleased to be on the 
Board of Directors. 



JoHannah Harrington - Director 

Atlas Technology Solutions, Chicago, Illinois 

JoHannah Harrington serves as Atlas' Chief Legal Officer, where she leads 
the legal teams focused on commercial, employment, and legal 
operations. She also oversees the company's legal strategy, aligned with 
Atlas' business goals and mission, and provides regular counsel to Atlas' 
executive team. 

JoHannah has extensive experience in analyzing, structuring, negotiating 
and closing sophisticated commercial transactions. Previously, JoHannah 
served as co-founder of the world's first venture-as-a-service platform 

where she led the day-to-day management and public sector consulting practices. She has managed 
corporate compliance and governance for a leading international development and management 
consulting firm, where she was handpicked to serve as a regional legal expert and compliance lead for 
matters across 40 countries and 20 states. 

She is recognized for adding significant value by leveraging a combination of legal proficiency, industry 
knowledge, and business acumen to influence key stakeholders within diverse industries. She is an 
experienced strategic leader with private equity companies who applies objectivity, sound judgment, 
and negotiation skills to successfully close transactions, disputes, and business challenges. An 
intellectual communicator, she cultivates enduring relationships with clients and colleagues through 
honesty, integrity, and commitment to excellence. 

JoHannah earned both a bachelor's degree in Political Science and a law degree from Marquette 
University. She also holds a master's in Public Health from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. She serves on the board of the Good Samaritan Society Foundation and is currently the Vice-Chair. 
She lives in Chicago with her husband and their Greater Swiss Mountain Dog pup. 



Ann Maldonado Heaps - Director 

Travis County Public Defender's Office, Austin, Texas 

Ann first joined the NRLD as a director in 2019, and is now ending her two-year 
term as Treasurer. She hopes to continue to serve the board as a director for the 
2023-2024 term. In addition to being treasurer, Ann has enjoyed promoting 
issues related to racial justice, diversity and inclusion as the chair of the NRLD's 
diversity committee for the last few years.Ann has experience practicing in both 
state and federal court on issues related to discrimination, police brutality, 
consumer law, and criminal and civil rights. Prior to joining the Travis County 
Public Defender's Office in August 2021, she worked with Texas Legal Services 
Center’s Impact Litigation Team to bring about systemic change on behalf of 
immigrants, individuals with disabilities, and sexual assault survivors. Ann also 

previously worked in the trial division of the Wisconsin State Public Defender and practiced family law 
and criminal defense on behalf of Spanish-speakers, immigrants, and low-income communities at a 
small non-profit in Milwaukee called Centro Legal. Ann is a graduate of Vassar College, St. John’s 
University, and Boston College Law School.



Andrew Hermandorfer - Director 

Surgery Partners, Nashville, Tennessee 

My name is AJ Hermandorfer, and I am currently part of the in-house 
counsel team at Surgery Partners, a publicly traded company located in 
Nashville, Tennessee. I grew up in the Washington D.C. Metro area, 
attended the United States Military Academy at West Point, and served 
five years in the Army as a field artillery officer. After finishing my service in 
the military, I attended law school at the University of Wisconsin where I 
was a member of both the Jessup International Moot Court Team and the 
International Law Journal. Prior to joining the team at Surgery Partners, I 
practiced for two years at Baker Donelson as a member of their Healthcare 

M&A team and completed a summer internship with the Clerk's Office of the United States Supreme 
Court. 

I would love the opportunity to serve as a Director of the NRLD. The State Bar of Wisconsin has been a 
great resource for me in my development as an attorney and I would be honored to give back my time 
and energy to further the work of the NRLD and the State Bar of Wisconsin.  



Jennifer Hinds - Director 

Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP, Los Angeles, California 

I have been a practicing attorney since 2014 in various  law firms. 
My practice focuses on employment litigation in federal and state 
courts, including management-side representation related to wage 
and hour and California's Private Attorneys General Act matters. I 
also have significant experience with discrimination, unpaid 
expenses and misclassification issues and regularly advise clients on 
laws surrounding employee policies and procedures, and contending 
with sensitive workplace issues. I consider myself to be a team 

player, quick learner, and a detail-oriented person. I believe that in my position on the Nonresident 
Attorney Board, I will help generate engagement to attorneys outside of Wisconsin, and be a liaison to 
increase participation in the bar.  



Melissa Jackson Holloway - Director 

North Carolina A&T University, GREENSBORO, North Carolina 

Melissa Jackson Holloway serves as Vice Chancellor and General Counsel at 
the North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, the nation's 
largest Historically Black College and University (HBCU) in Greensboro, N.C.  At 
N.C. A&T, Melissa oversees the Division of Legal Affairs. For the last 21 years,
her legal practice has focused on higher education law, governance, and
leadership. Before her current position, Melissa served as Deputy General
Counsel at Ball State University, General Counsel at North Carolina Central
University, and Chief Legal Affairs Officer at the University of Wisconsin-Green
Bay.  Before entering higher education, Melissa spent four years as an
associate at the law firm of Foley & Lardner in Milwaukee.

 Melissa earned a B.A. in business administration from Syracuse University, an 
M.A. in political science from Binghamton University, and her J.D., with honors, from the University of
Wisconsin School of Law.

 Melissa serves as Chair-Elect for the National Association of College and University Attorneys and is 
active with the North Carolina State Bar and various county, city, and affinity-based bar associations and 
groups.   



Aurusa Kabani - Director 

Orlando City SC & Orlando Pride, Orlando, Florida 

My name is Aurusa Kabani and I currently serve as the Associate General 
Counsel and Director of Compliance for Orlando City SC (MLS), Orlando Pride 
(NWSL), and Orlando City B (MLS NEXT Pro) professional soccer teams. Prior to 
joining Orlando City Soccer Club in June 2020, I served as a member of Orlando 
Magic's legal department as a post-graduate legal services intern. As a Texas 
native, I attended the University of Texas at Austin for undergrad where I 
double majored in International Relations and Government. Upon completion, 
I moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin to attend Marquette University Law School 
and earn my J.D. in conjunction with a Sports Law certificate, graduating in 
May 2019. I am an active member of the Wisconsin Bar Association and look 

forward to getting involved with the Nonresident Lawyers Division. 



Kimberly Kirchner - Director 

Kirchner Law, Anchor Point, Alaska 

In June 2020, my husband and I moved to Alaska. I've been working with 
the Kenaitze Indian Tribe in Kenai, Alaska since April 2020. In my current 
position, I work at Na'ini Family Services in child welfare and with the 
Kenaitze Tribal Court. I also have a small private law practice – focused 
on family and landlord/tenant law. Since 2000, I worked for legal aid. Six 
years at Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services in Mankato as a 
staff attorney. Then just over 13 years at Wisconsin Judicare (now 
known as Judicare Legal Aid) in Wausau, Wisconsin. I was a staff 
attorney, deputy director and executive director at Judicare. My practice 
consisted of family, landlord/tenant and taw law. I am licensed in Alaska, 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Menominee Tribal Court, U.S. District Court – Western District of Wisconsin and 
U.S. Tax Court. I served two terms on the Wisconsin Bar Examiners Board. I currently serve on the Alaska 
State Bar Pro Bono, Lawyers Fund for Client Protection and the Mediation Committees. I am also a 
member of the Alaska, Minnesota and Wisconsin Family Law and Tax Sections. 



Joseph Moschella - Director 

Jukin Media, Inc. & Trusted Media Brands, Inc., Los Angeles, California 

Joseph Moschella is a 2004 graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law 
School and previously worked at von Briesen & Roper, S.C. in Milwaukee. 
After several years at the firm, he took time to earn an MBA at Cornell, and 
for the past 14 years has been working in-house in Los Angeles, California, 
currently in his second General Counsel role. Notably, as General Counsel of 
Jukin Media, Inc. in 2021, he worked to complete a sale transaction that 
found the company purchased by Trusted Media Brands, Inc., a company 
with a long and storied history as the publisher of Reader’s Digest and other 
notable magazines, and which also has a substantial presence in Milwaukee. 

He has maintained his role at Jukin and joined TMB as Associate General Counsel. In Los Angeles, he has 
also worked to support the efforts of the Pacific Council on International Policy and represented the 
NGO as a legal observer to the trials in Guantanamo Bay in the summer of 2022. He would look forward 
to becoming a part of the Non-resident Lawyers Division board to help maintain the stature of out-of-
state bar members and help to press for increasing expansion and recognition of multijurisdictional 
practice. 



Richard Rados - Director 

retired, Susanville, California 

I ask to be considered for a Director position with the Nonresident Lawyers 
Division Board.  My connection to the Nonresident Lawyers Division dates 
back to 1990 when several colleagues and I, in the San Francisco and 
Sacramento area, founded the Northern California chapter of the 
Nonresident Lawyers Division.  I served as the chapter's first president.  Early 
in 2022, I retired after 32 years of practicing law.  My law practice, over the 
years, ranged from small- to medium- to very large-sized law firms and 
included nearly equal parts of highly complex business litigation (October 
1989 into early 2005) and personal-service litigation, representing 

individuals in divorce matters (2005 through February 2022).  I chose to retire in large part so that I 
could focus on giving back to my community.  In the past year, I've accepted a year-long commitment to 
serve on a civil grand jury (and accepted the position of foreperson); continued to develop my new-
found "career" as a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical responder in the small city to which we 
relocated in 2020; and joined the board of the local chapter of Crime Stoppers.  Each of those three 
volunteer activities (the civil grand jury, in particular) has given me opportunitites to use my education 
and work experience in a legal counseling role.  Serving on the board of the Nonresident Lawyers 
Division of the State Bar of Wisconsin will allow me to give back to the legal profession, as well.  I 
appreciate your consideration for this position. 



Daniel Rinzel - Director 

Redmon Peyton & Braswell, LLP, Alexandria, Virginia 

I am a Wisconsin native and have been a  member of the Wisconsin Bar since 
my graduation from UW Law School in 1968.   I am currently employed as 
counsel with the law firm of Redmon Peyton & Braswell, LLP in Alexandria, 
Virginia with a practice concentrating on Trusts and Estates.   

The Wisconsin Bar has the largest number of non resident members of any 
state bar in the United States. I am very familiar with the organization and 
policies of the Wisconsin Bar as well as those of the Non Resident Lawyers 
Division because I  previously served as President of the NLRD and as a board 
member of the NRLD.   During my term I worked to obtain Wisconsin Bar 

approval of the current policy recognizing nonresident lawyers home state  CLE requirements as also 
meeting Wisconsin Bar CLE requirements.  Adoption of this policy was a great practical benefit for Non 
Resident member.  If elected I would continue to work to serve the practical interests of Non Resident 
bar members.  



Michelle Taylor - Director 

Federal Public Defender's Office, McAllen, Texas 

 Greetings fellow State Bar members. I am running for a director position 
within the Nonresident Lawyers Division because I would like the 
opportunity to give back to the organization. I am a Wisconsinite who 
completed my undergraduate and law school education at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. But, shortly after graduation, I moved away. 
Nonetheless, I still have ties to my home state and enjoy returning to visit 
my family and friends.  

Currently, I am a member of both the nonresident lawyers division and the 
government lawyers division. I have devoted my career to public service and 

am a strong believer in quality indigent defense and lifelong learning. I speak Spanish and Portuguese 
and am always striving to add to the list of languages in which I am proficient. Although I am still far 
from proficiency, I recently took some courses in Arabic and I am excited to begin a remote course in 
American Sign Language.  

In the past, I have served on the boards of local bar organizations and would like to use that experience 
to serve the needs of other nonresident lawyers. For example, I would like to ensure the existence of 
virtual attendance options for meetings so that everyone can be involved. I pledge to listen to what my 
colleagues would like to achieve for this division in the 2023-2024 bar year and make those 
recommendations to the Board of Governors. I would be honored if elected to the board. Thank you for 
your consideration.   



Luis Valdez-Jimenez - Director 

Archer Aviation Inc, Doral, Florida 

I am writing to express my interest in serving as a NRLD Division Director. I 
believe that I have an accomplished professional and diverse background to be a 
strong candidate for the role. 

I graduated from University of Wisconsin Law School in 2015 and I have been 
meaning to get more involved with the NRLD since then. I love the State of 
Wisconsin and how the Bar Association has helped me pursue my dream career 
as an Aerospace and Technology Attorney. I want to help provide professional 
resources and networking opportunities for non-resident Wisconsin attorneys 
so they can also thrive in their desired careers. 

 I am of Hispanic heritage who grew up and practices in the Miami area. I believe this provides me with a 
unique perspective and an opportunity to serve as a sort-of ambassador of the State Bar of Wisconsin in 
our community. I have also been involved and received numerous awards for my non-profit and 
community volunteering efforts, including serving on local boards. 

I appreciate your consideration of my candidacy for a NRLD Division Director position. If you have any 
questions, feel free to reach out to me.   




