
Joanne Bungert – President-elect 

City of Green Bay, Green Bay, Wisconsin 

I am currently the City Attorney for Green Bay and have been serving the City since 
2014. Over my almost 15 years in practice and variety of experiences, I have 
developed a strong commitment and passion for government service and feel that I 
can continue to be an asset to the Government Lawyers Division Board of 
Directors, serving as its President-Elect.  

 

Over my past term serving on the GLD Board, I have greatly enjoyed the 
opportunity in getting to know other government attorneys across the state and 

most importantly the opportunity to discuss and work on important issues concerning government 
lawyers today. I am seeking election to the position of President-Elect so that I can not only continue 
contributing to the betterment of all legal practitioners dedicated to public service in Wisconsin but also 
expand my service within the Bar and the Board of Governors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scott F. Brown - Secretary 

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

I am proud to currently serve as Deputy Corporation Counsel for Milwaukee 
County. The highpoints of my career have all be in public service, including 
serving as a judicial law clerk in New Jersey, a public defender in 
Philadelphia, or as an Assistant Corporation Counsel in Milwaukee County. 
With my promotion to Deputy Corporation Counsel, I am excited to continue 
what I hope will be a lifelong career in public service. I have enjoyed serving 
as a Director on Board since 2020. I have had the opportunity to meet 
colleagues from across the state that represent a diverse cross section of 

lawyers that work in government. It has been intellectually engaging to grapple with the issues facing 
government lawyers and working towards solutions to support our colleagues in this practice area. In 
moving to the Officer position of Secretary,  I hope to be instrumental in the Government Lawyers’ 
Divisions’ efforts to enhance and enrich practice for government lawyers across the state. This includes 
advocating for better compensation, focusing on work/life balance, and identifying opportunities for 
and supporting career advancement within government.  My current position as Deputy Corporation 
Counsel for Milwaukee County provides a unique perspective on the challenges government lawyers 
face. I would be honored to serve as the Secretary for Government Lawyers Division’s Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scott Sussman - Treasurer 

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, Madison, Wisconsin 

I respectfully request your vote to serve as Treasurer for the Government 
Lawyers Division (GLD) of the State Bar. I have previously served as a Board 
Member for the GLD and hope to continue my service on the GLD as 
Treasurer. I will provide oversight of the financial situation of the GLD and 
ensure that all GLD board members are aware of the financial situation 
before deciding matters before the GLD. 

 I am Deputy Chief Legal Counsel at the Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs. As Deputy Chief Legal Counsel I am involved in a wide array of legal 
matters including handling Open Records Requests, analyzing proposed 
legislation and administrative code provisions, resolving nursing home 
disputes, HIPAA compliance, drafting and reviewing contracts, and advising 

on benefit determinations for Wisconsin veterans. These opportunities enable me to work with a broad 
group of government attorneys and have made me realize the critical role that government attorneys 
play in advocating for the public interest. 

 I have been an attorney for more than 20 years and am married to my wife who is a fourth-grade 
teacher, and we are the proud parents of Elliott and Charlotte.  

I am excited for this opportunity to serve government lawyers by continuing to serve on the Board of 
Directors of the GLD. I will work to support causes important to government lawyers and address the 
concerns of government-employed attorneys. I thank you for your consideration and welcome your 
support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benjamin Becker - Director 

Madison City Attorney's Office, Madison, Wisconsin 

My name is Ben Becker and I am a Board of Directors candidate for the 
Government Lawyers Division. I currently work within the Office of the City 
Attorney in Madison as an Assistant City Attorney, but I have previously held 
both private and public sector positions. My private practice experience 
consists of personal injury, civil litigation, and criminal defense work in both 
big and small firm settings. I then chose to transition my career to the public 
sector as a Staff Attorney for the Dane County Circuit Court because I desired 
to imbed myself within the judicial decision-making apparatus and become a 
civil servant in the process. I now find myself as an Assistant City Attorney, 
where my dedicated colleagues and I strive to make sure Madison maintains 
its status as a safe, desirable, fun, and inclusive place to call home. My path 
to get to where I currently am has been anything but direct, but it's my 

varied experiences (and failures) that make me fully appreciate where I am today and the work that I do. 

For some, the role of a government lawyer finds them quickly and through happenstance; for others, 
like myself, it was sought after. I find public sector legal work to be the purest utilization of one's legal 
training because it has a direct connection to the institutions themselves and provides the opportunity 
to make sure they function equitably, decisively, and efficiently. I would appreciate the chance to serve 
the body that serves these professionals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lindsay Healless - Director 

Rock County Corporation Counsel, Janesville, Wisconsin 

My name is Lindsay Healless and I am interested in serving as a Director of the 
Government Lawyers Division. I currently serve as Assistant Corporation 
Counsel in Rock County, Wisconsin. After graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin Law School, I worked as an Assistant District Attorney in Rock 
County. While my career has taken me through various sectors, my 
commitment to public interest work and government service has remained 
strong. I am certain that this commitment will make me an asset to the GLD 
Board. 

In addition to my government service, I also have a strong commitment to the 
State Bar. I previously served as a Director on the Young Lawyers Division 
where I had the opportunity to work closely with young lawyers across the 

state to navigate the challenges faced in an ever-evolving field. I am also a graduate of the G. Lane Ware 
Leadership Academy. The Academy greatly enhanced my leadership skills and empowered me to be a 
more authentic and inclusive leader. 

My professional background as well as my strong leadership skills would add value to an already strong 
GLD Board, and I would greatly appreciate your vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steven Hughes - Director 

Wisconsin State Public Defender, Waukesha, Wisconsin 

 I have been an attorney with the Wisconsin State Public Defender's 
Office for the last seven years. I worked in Eau Claire for five years and 
then Waukesha for the last two. Helping people that do not have the 
financial ability to help themselves is what I love to do. As a Public 
Defender, I obviously have a lot of experience in government work. My 
goal as a Director on the Government Law Division Board would be to 
make the State Bar of Wisconsin more affordable and available to 
Government lawyers. Having previously served as a Director on the 
Government Lawyer Division Board I understand how the Board works 

and helped with a program that allows all government lawyers to apply for grants to help fund CLEs. If 
elected, I hope to broaden that fund and increase the knowledge of it's availability across government 
employment. I also hope to pursue other opportunities to increase the financial accessibility of the State 
Bar to government lawyers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicole Porter - Director 

Wisconsin Department of Administration - Division of Legal Services, Madison, Wisconsin 

My name is Nicole Porter and I am seeking a position on the Board of 
Directors with the Wisconsin State Bar Government Lawyers Division. 
  
My current position as staff counsel to the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration, in conjunction with my past experience in public sector HR 
policy work, has given me insight into the interplay of multiple areas that 
impact all levels of government lawyering, including legislation, 
administrative rules, guidance, enforcement and application. I would bring a 
unique perspective of government lawyering from an enterprise viewpoint 
that I know would prove valuable to the Government Lawyers Division.  
 
In my current position, I serve as attorney of record in adversarial 
administrative proceedings, primarily involving a broad scope of 

employment matters. I also provide general legal advice and assistance to the DOA secretary, deputy 
secretary and assistant deputy secretary, division administrators, and other department managers on all 
matters and programs for which the department is responsible. Finally, I render legal advice and general 
legal assistance regarding public records and open meetings to the department and all boards, 
commissions, and councils attached to the department.  
 
Prior to joining the legal team in DOA, I spent approximately 10 years working in public sector human 
resources. I served as the policy advisor for the State’s central human resources agency, researching, 
writing and implementing policies that govern all state agencies and employees. This position allowed 
me to not only participate in the direct application of, but also affect, enterprise policies.  
 
I am excited about the opportunity to bring my experience and perspective to the Government Lawyers 
Division. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laure Rakvic-Farr - Director 

University of Wisconsin-Madison Office of Legal Affairs, Madison, Wisconsin 

I am asking for your vote to continue to serve as Board Member for the 
Government Lawyers Division of the State Bar.  I am new to the role, having 
been appointed to the Board in January of this year and am seeking election 
for a full term so I can use my experience to benefit the hard-working 
government attorneys of Wisconsin.  

I have worked for the great State of Wisconsin since 2015.  I am currently 
employed as Senior University Legal Counsel at the Office of Legal Affairs at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  In my capacity as a health attorney 
with the Office, I advise University-employed physicians and other health care 
providers employed by the University's health sciences schools on a variety of 
matters.  I joined the University in March, 2022.  Prior to my work at the 
University, I was employed as a Civil Litigation Deputy Unit Director with the 

Wisconsin Department of Justice.  In that capacity, I represented state employees in civil litigation in both 
federal and state court, and tried over twenty cases during my time at DOJ.  Prior to my state work, I 
worked in private practice in Wisconsin since 2004.  Over the years I have had the privilege of working 
and collaborating with attorneys in private practice and the government alike.    

I have always enjoyed mentoring attorneys and supporting positive working relationships, even in the 
most adversarial settings.  I have also been involved in policy development in both of my government 
attorney roles.  I am eager to share my experience and to learn from government employees in other 
sectors of the state and federal government and members of the State Bar.  I would be honored to have 
your vote to allow me to continue in this exciting role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jennifer Taylor - Director 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 

I am interested in serving on the Board of Directors for the Government 
Section for several reasons.  Since 2007, I have worked for the University 
of Wisconsin as their immigration expert, serving most of the UW System 
institutions. Prior to that, I worked for several other state agencies 
(Corrections and Natural Resources) and a Madison based law firm. My 
experience with these different entities has shown me the vast skills, 
knowledge, and abilities that government lawyers and in-house counsel 
must possess. Additionally, I served on the Board of Directors of Summit 
Credit Union. That experience provided me with a great understanding of 
the amount of work that must be done for a large organization to 
succeed. Diversity and inclusion are important to me and I believe my 
participation and involvement will provide a unique perspective. I value 

the work that is being done and want to contribute to our field. Being on the Board will allow me to 
represent others in similarly situated positions while bringing new perspective and insight to what is 
already being done so well.    

 


