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About the Keynote: 

 

Justice Jill J. Karofsky 
 

Justice Jill J. Karofsky was elected to the Wisconsin Supreme 

Court on April 7, 2020 and took office August 1, 2020. Before 

her election to the Supreme Court, Justice Karofsky served 

as a judge on the Dane County Circuit Court to which she 

was elected in 2017. Throughout her legal career, Justice 

Karofsky has been a strong advocate for lawyer health and 

well-being. 

 

Prior to becoming a judge, Karofsky was the executive 

director of the Office of Crime Victim Services for the state 

Department of Justice. She previously served as an assistant 

state attorney general and Wisconsin's first Violence against 

Women Resource Prosecutor, an adjunct professor at the 

UW Law School, the general counsel and director of 

education and human resources for the National Conference 

of Bar Examiners, and as an assistant district attorney and deputy district attorney for Dane County.  

 

Justice Karofsky has served on a number of boards and committees, including the Governor's 

Council on Domestic Abuse, the Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board, the 

Wisconsin Crime Victims Council, and the Dane County Big Brothers/Big Sisters Board of Directors. 

She previously co-chaired the Attorney General's Sexual Assault Response Team. She also has 

served on the Wisconsin Judicial Education Committee and chairs the Violence Against Women 

STOP Grant committee. 

 

Karofsky has received the "Outstanding Victim Advocacy by a Professional" award from the 

Wisconsin Victim/Witness Professional Association, the "Voices of Courage" award from the 

Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault, and the "Significant Impact Award" from the Dane 

County Coordinated Response to Domestic Violence. 

 



About the Presenters: 

 
Betsy Delzer is a Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Coordinator 

in public schools, where she has had the opportunity to serve 

since 2001. First as a teacher (17 years) and then as a 

coordinator, she focuses coaching and skill-training on 

mindfulness-based strategies for building emotional 

intelligence. EQ is a vital necessity to thrive and find not only 

success, but meaning, purpose, and connection. Other areas of 

expertise and consulting experience include Restorative 

Practices, yoga teaching and attention training, thought-

partnering for effective leading, and racial/healing justice. 

 

 

 

 

Natalie C. Fleury, J.D. is the Program Coordinator for Dispute 

Resolution at Marquette Law School, an Adjunct Professor of 

Law, and an Ombuds with the Medical College of Wisconsin 

(MCW). At Marquette Law School she oversees all aspects of 

Marquette University Law School’s nationally ranked dispute 

resolution program and supervises the Small Claims Mediation 

clinic. In her role as Ombuds at MCW, she serves as a 

confidential, independent, informal and neutral resource for 

faculty, staff physicians, postdoctoral fellows and staff to talk 

in confidence about workplace issues, problems or disputes. 

She is also the principal of Conflict Management Concepts, 

LLC, a dispute resolution consulting firm offering mediation 

and arbitration services, negotiation and mediation training, 

dispute resolution systems design and dispute resolution 

program development. She earned her J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School, where 

she participated on the Moot Court Board. She received a Graduate Certificate in Dispute 

Resolution from Marquette University in 1997. Ms. Fleury is a past-Chair of the Wisconsin State 

Bar Section Leader’s Council, past- chair of the Wisconsin State Bar's Alternative Dispute 

Resolution Board, past co-chair of the Association for Conflict Resolution's Consumer Section, and 

a member of the American Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section. 

 

 

 

  



Kristen Hardy, J.D. Assistant General Counsel & Assistant 

Secretary, Northwestern Mutual, prior to being Counsel at 

Briggs & Stratton Corporation, the world’s largest producer of 

gasoline engines for outdoor power equipment, servicing 

customers in over 100 countries. She also served as Counsel at 

Rockwell Automation in Milwaukee. Kristin is an adjunct 

professor at Marquette University Law School, where she 

teaches a Corporate Compliance workshop. She is currently the 

Secretary of the State Bar of Wisconsin Board of Governors and 

a Director of the Milwaukee Bar Association. She is Immediate 

Past-President of the Wisconsin Association of African-

American Lawyers. Kristin is an appointee of Governor Tony Evers to the Judicial Selection Advisory 

Committee. She is a board member of LOTUS LEGAL CLINIC INC, a free legal counsel to survivors 

of gender-based violence and human trafficking regardless of income. Outside of work, she is 

heavily involved with her community and committed to working with others to enact change in a 

variety of ways including hosting weekend brunches with her organization, Brunch of 

Professionals.  

 

 

Michael F. Moore, is the founder of Moore’s Law LLC and helps 

both lawyers and law firms create professional success. Michael 

creates value for law firms with strategic growth initiatives and 

resource optimization. He creates value for lawyers with 

individual coaching in client development and leadership. 

Michael has taught State Bar CLE programs on Alternative 

Billing strategies, Client Intake procedures and Time 

Management techniques for lawyers. His articles in Wisconsin 

Lawyer magazine have addressed generational conflicts in law 

firms, the work/life balance challenges faced by women lawyers 

and effective law firm compensation programs. For more 

information please visit www.moores-law.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moores-law.com/


  

Dr. Julia M. Persike, PsyD, CSAC, holds a doctorate degree in 

psychology, a master’s degree in Community Mental Health 

and Substance Use Disorders and a bachelor’s degree in Health 

and Wellness.  Julia has worked as a case manager, instructor, 

clinician/therapist, program coordinator, group facilitator, 

supervisor, and professional consultant.  Julia is currently a 

senior lead instructor for Madison College, a national presenter 

and the Wisconsin Lawyers Assistance Program Manager for 

the State Bar. 

 

 

 

 

  
Hon. James D. Peterson, District Judge, United States District 

Court for the Western District of Wisconsin. Prior to joining the 

court, he was a shareholder at the firm of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C., 

with a litigation practice focused on intellectual property 

disputes. He earned his B.S., M.A., Ph.D. from the University of 

Wisconsin—Madison and his J.D. from the University of 

Wisconsin Law School. Before his legal career, he taught film 

and television history and criticism at the University of Notre 

Dame. He is an enthusiastic fan of the Fighting Irish whenever 

they play Duke. 

 

 

 

 

Christina Plum, University of Wisconsin Law School (1995), is 

the Chief Staff Attorney for the Wisconsin Court of Appeals in 

Madison, Wisconsin. She has also served as an adjunct 

professor at the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she 

taught public speaking for law students from 2003-2017. She 

has given presentations on oral communication and public 

speaking for the G. Lane Ware Leadership Academy and other 

bar association conferences. She is a Past President of the State 

Bar of Wisconsin Young Lawyers Division and a Past Chair of 

the ABA Young Lawyers Division. She currently serves as 

Wisconsin’s ABA State Delegate.  

  



Session 3 Judicial Panelists 
 

Hon. Carl Ashley was elected to Milwaukee County Circuit 

Court in 1999. He has served in general misdemeanor court, 

domestic violence court, juvenile dependency and 

delinquency court, homicide/sexual assault court, felony drug 

court, family court and he is presently assigned to drug 

treatment court. Prior to being elected as a Circuit Court 

Judge, Carl Ashley spent seven years practicing law in the 

Public Defender’s Office. He opened his law practice in 1989. 

 

Judge Ashley is very active in the legal profession. He is past 

vice-chair of the Supreme Court Policy and Planning 

Committee and Chair of its Subcommittee on Effective Justice 

Strategies (EJS) Committee. He chaired the State Bar of 

Wisconsin’s Diversity and Inclusion Oversight Committee from 2012-2021, serves on the 

Milwaukee Justice System’s Race Equity and Procedural Justice Committee, the Governor’s Equal 

Justice Commission and teaches in the judicial college. 

 

He’s the recipient of the Milwaukee Women’s Center Sam Stellman Justice for Women Award for 

outstanding compassion, commitment and leadership in justice for women and families affected 

by domestic violence; 2003 Innovator of the Year Award for vision, creativity and innovative spirit; 

2011 State Bar of Wisconsin’s Judge of the Year; 2013 Wisconsin Law Journal’s Leaders in the Law 

Award; 2014 and 2015 State Bar of Wisconsin President’s Awards; 2019 Wisconsin Law Foundation 

Charles L. Goldberg Distinguished Service Award. 

 

 

Hon. Pedro A. Colón is a Milwaukee jurist and politician who 

currently serves as a judge of the Milwaukee County Circuit Court. 

The first Latino elected to the Wisconsin Legislature, Colón was a 

Democratic member of the Wisconsin State Assembly, representing 

the 8th Assembly District, from 1999 to 2010. In 2010, he was 

appointed as a circuit judge by Governor Jim Doyle and won re-

election without opposition in the general election on April 4, 2017. 

He serves as Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee on Finance and of 

the Judiciary and Ethics Committee.  

 

Born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, April 7, 1968, Colón grew up on the South 

Side of Milwaukee and graduated from Thomas More High School in 

Milwaukee. He received his B.A. in political science from Marquette 

University in 1991, and his J.D. from UW Law School in 1994.  
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Hon. Katie B. Kegel is a judge for Branch 3 of the Milwaukee County 

Circuit Court in Wisconsin. Kegel assumed office on August 1, 2021 and 

her term ends on August 1, 2027. 

 

Kegel’s work reflects her character: energetic, value driven, and goal 

oriented. Her commitment to fairness and inclusion has resulted in 

substantial experience working directly with diverse and 

underprivileged populations or organizations that serve them. She is 

continually challenging herself to undertake new projects that enhance 

organizational efficiency, encourage collaboration with other players in 

the criminal justice system, and refine her leadership skills.  

 

Kegel participated in the 2015 Wisconsin State Bar Leadership Summit and the 2017 Inaugural Class 

of the G. Lane Ware Leadership Academy.  

 

Prior to winning election to the circuit court, Kegel worked as an Assistant State Public Defender 

for ten years (August 2011 to August 2021) where she provided legal assistance, litigation, 

negotiations, and case management for approximately 300 cases annually including all levels of 

misdemeanor and felony cases and probation revocations. She was a trial skills trainer for the 

Wisconsin State Public Defender's annual week-long trial skills training. In addition to her case work 

responsibilities, she was a member of Waukesha County Drug and Alcohol Treatment Court staffing 

team and Waukesha County Evidence Based Decision Making, Case Processing subcommittee. 

 

Kegel has been an Adjunct Professor at Marquette University Law School for the last 7 years (August 

2015-present) in the Greater Milwaukee Area. She is co-director of Milwaukee Street Law, a seminar 

course that connects law students with a local public or charter high school class. This year long 

program focuses on fun, relevant substantive law topics in the Fall semester and a program wide 

mock trial competition in Spring semester.  
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