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From the desk of … 

Larry J. Martin, Executive Director 

 

The State Bar of Wisconsin Annual Meeting and Conference is the culmination of our year, 
reflecting the good work of our sections, divisions, committees, and board members, as 
well as our talented staff. 
 
As this year’s State Bar President, Dean Dietrich has been the steady hand at the helm. He has calmly guided us 
through significant challenges, while leading us in countless achievements, many reflected throughout this re-
port.  Dean has led with purpose and integrity, and always with humility and great heart. No one has cared more 
about the future of this profession, the rule of law, and this organization than Dean.   
 
We also give thanks to outgoing Past President Margaret Wrenn Hickey, who has served in so many leadership 
capacities these many years, and always with great passion and wisdom. We continue to be served and led by 
great leaders.  

We now prepare for the transition to our new president, Ryan Billings, an accomplished and capable leader. I 
look forward to collaborating with him in the coming year. 
 
This summer, we honor two trailblazing female lawyers, Lavinia Goodell and Vel Phillips. This year marks the 
150th anniversary of Lavinia becoming the state’s first female lawyer.  
 
She faced many challenges and left a lasting impact on our legal system, advocating for women’s rights, and 
the role of women as legal peacemakers through initiatives like collaborative divorce, mediation, and restora-
tive justice. At the Annual Meeting and Conference, I encourage you to attend the CLE session, “Five Important 
Wisconsin Legal Developments Affecting Women and the Women Lawyers Who Advanced Them” at AMC on 
Thursday, June 20 at 3:15 p.m., beginning with a welcome by Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Ann Walsh 
Bradley. If you happen to be in or near Janesville on June 17, stop by the Rock County Courthouse for  
Wisconsin Women’s Lawyer Day for a reenactment of Lavinia's admission to the State Bar. 
 
In June, we will also celebrate the unveiling of the Vel Phillips statue on the State Capitol grounds. The State 
Bar and the Wisconsin Law Foundation, lead sponsors for the statue, contributed $25,000 on behalf of the 
25,000 members. Notably, the statue is the first on the Capitol Square to recognize a person of color. Phillips is 
considered one of Wisconsin’s most prominent and influential attorneys. She made significant contributions as 
a civil rights leader, lawyer, and judge. The statue celebrates diversity in state leadership and offers generations 
of Capitol visitors an opportunity to learn about her  
impact. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank our outgoing board members 
for their dedication to improving Wisconsin’s legal  
system better. I hope you will continue to be involved 
as a volunteer, either with the State Bar or in your own               
communities.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. Enjoy the  
summer months, and as always, ever forward! 
 

Larry 

 
 

 

ICYMI: My Columns in Wisconsin Lawyer  

 
 
 
 

 

New Maps Bring New Challenges and Opportunities:   

Wisconsin has new legislative maps. Now is the time to 

reach out to candidates running in your districts and let 

them know about issues that matter to you as lawyer      

constituents. (April 2024) 
 

Staying True and on Course: The Diversity Clerkship       

Program’s continued operation is a victory for Wisconsin’s 

law students and future lawyers, employers who               

participate in the program, and consumers of legal services 

in  Wisconsin. (May 2024) 

https://www.gazettextra.com/news/local/150-years-of-women-in-law-janesville-event-to-commemorate-lavinia-goodells-admission-to-wisconsin/article_2041e4d8-2386-11ef-88c4-eb840845bf28.html
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=4&ArticleID=30351
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=5&ArticleID=30418
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2024-2025  

Board of Governors’ Meetings 
 

 

 

 

September 19-20, 2024 (Thursday & Friday) 
The Abby Resort, Lake Geneva 

December 6, 2024 (Friday) 
State Bar Center, Madison 

February 28, 2025 (Friday) 
Virtual 

April 11, 2025 (Friday) 
 State Bar Center, Madison 

June 18, 2025 (Wednesday) 
Monona Terrace, Madison 

 
 
 

July 11-12 
Stone Harbor Resort &  

Conference Center 
Sturgeon Bay 

 

In-person CLE Seminars/Events Webcast Replays 

     

Election Law in 
Wisconsin 2024 
Runs various dates  

August 7-November 7 

 

 
 

Gregory J. Banchy 
Jane Bucher 

Kathryn M. Bullon 
Joseph M. Cardamone, III 

Jose Castro 
Margaret Wrenn Hickey 

Latrice M. Knighton 
Mitch 

Anna Muñoz 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A message to 

Outgoing Board Members 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On behalf of the entire State Bar of Wisconsin, we extend 

our heartfelt gratitude for your invaluable time, expertise, 

and dedication toward Wisconsin’s legal  

Your legacy will continue to inspire us. 

 

Kene O. Okocha 
Felicia L. Owen 

Christine Procknow 
Patrick Puyleart 

Dennis Puzz 
Shanna Marie Sanders 

AnnMarie M. Sylla 
Lawrence J. Wiesneske 

Michael Seung-Hyock Yang 
Nicholas C. Zales 

 
Mental Health  

Literacy for  
Lawyers 

Runs various dates  

 

August 1-3 
Stone Harbor Resort 
& Conference Center 

Sturgeon Bay 

       Upcoming Events 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/sa8933-(sturgeon-bay)2024-intellectual-property-and-technology-academy/c-25/c-78/p-35677#35677
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/sa8532-(sturgeon-bay)43rd-annual-family-law-workshop-2024/c-25/c-78/p-35869#35869
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3648
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3648
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3648
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3648
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3611
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Educate: We’re Developing Skilled Legal Professionals 

 

Check Out These Four Codebooks and Our Virtual Libraries 

Our 2024 codebooks have all been released into 

print! With these codebooks, you will gain access to         

important statutes and regulations specific to the State of 

Wisconsin. Click on each box to learn more. 

You also have the option of our full library to maximize 

your research needs!  Remember, your subscription     

automatically includes regular updates to our books! 

Look for newly updated Family Law in Wisconsin, Desk 

Reference, 7th Circuit, Employment Law, and Public    

Records and Open Meetings Handbook available soon 

on Marketplace.  

Your feedback is important. Whether it is an idea for a 

new book, feedback on an existing book, or your interest 

in becoming an author, please contact Keri Dunlap,    

product and publications manager. 

Click on any icon to learn more 

  

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0005_sub-books-unbound-civil-litigation-library/c-25/c-80/p-17674#17674
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0010_sub-books-unbound-criminal-law-library/c-25/c-80/p-17678#17678
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0006_sub-books-unbound-elderestate-planning-library/c-25/c-80/p-17675#17675
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0007_sub-books-unbound-family-law-library/c-25/c-80/p-17676#17676
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0008_sub-books-unbound-real-estate-library/c-25/c-80/p-17677#17677
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0426e24-wis-employment-law-codebook-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35473#35473
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0426e24-wis-employment-law-codebook-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35473#35473
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0435e24-wis-traffic-law-codebook-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35220#35220
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0433e24-wis-civil-litigation-codebook-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35098#35098
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0423e24-wis-children%27s-code-and-juvenile-justice-code-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35343#35343
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0001_sub-books-unbound-complete-library/c-25/c-80/p-17654#17654
mailto:kdunlap@wisbar.org
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0426e24-wis-employment-law-codebook-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35473#35473
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https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/wednesday%2c-june-26%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-34999#34999
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/tuesday%2c-june-11%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-35329#35329
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 Section Reports 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We’re Working Together for the Common Good 

Groups: We’re Working Together for the Common Good 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/wednesday%2c-june-12%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-35388#35388
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Division Reports 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

                              THE BAR REPORT                                     JUNE 2024                     9 

 Committee Reports 
 

https://www.wisbar.org/aboutus/leadership/Pages/Leadership-Academy.aspx
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Reports 

 

 

 

https://www.wisbar.org/aboutus/forlawstudents/Documents/Newsletter/April 2024 Law Student Newsletter.pdf
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State Bar Road Show 
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Advocate: We’re Advocating for Justice, Clients, the Legal System and Profession 

The State Bar achieves significant advocacy wins this legislative  

session, including victories on criminal justice funding and  

judicial security. 
 

 

\ 
The significant victories mentioned above also included successful lobbying by 13 practice sections.            

See Rotunda Report for a brief summary of section positions and accomplishments. 

 

As we transition to the campaign season, the Advocacy Team will focus on member 

outreach and preparation for the next legislative session in January 2025. The  

Advocacy Team participated in the May 1 Roadshow event in Wausau. We’re  

available for similar events at your local bar or law firm. Contact Devin Martin,  

grassroots coordinator, 608-712-5509. 

 

Lastly, the State Bar’s Legislative Oversight Committee will present the Scales of    

Justice Award to Rep. Evan Goyke for his dedication to the legal profession and       

access to justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wausau Roadshow 

 
Attendees at the May 1 Wausau Roadshow include (L-R): Sen. Cory Tomczyk (R–Mosinee), OLR Director        

Timothy Samuelson, Executive Director Larry Martin, State Bar Governor Stephen Sawyer, Rep. Donna Rozar    

(R–Marshfield), Rep. Patrick Snyder (R–Schofield), Sen. Mary Felzkowski (R–Tomahawk), President Dean 

Deitrich, Incoming State Bar Gov. William Harris, Rep. John Spiros (R–Marshfield), Judicare Director Beth Ann     

Richlen. Photo: Joe Forward 

Rep. Evan Goyke  

mailto:dmartin@wisbar.org
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/RotundaReport/Pages/Article.aspx?ArticleID=30366
mailto:dmartin@wisbar.org
mailto:dmartin@wisbar.org
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https://www.wispolitics.com/convention-corridor/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-rnc-in-milwaukee-kickoff-to-a-pivotal-election-year-in-wisconsin-tickets-894446261847?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Consumer Protection Program Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilitate: We’re Helping the Public Access the Legal System 

 

https://www.wisbar.org/forMembers/ClientProtectionFeeDisputes/Pages/Client-Protection-and-Fee-Disputes.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/forMembers/ClientProtectionFeeDisputes/Pages/Client-Protection-and-Fee-Disputes.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/forMembers/ClientProtectionFeeDisputes/Pages/Client-Protection-and-Fee-Disputes.aspx
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https://app.joinpaladin.com/probonowi/
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Serving the Public and Members  

Madison West competed in the National High School Mock Trial 

Championship, held May 2-4 in Wilmington, Delaware. This was 

their first time competing in the national championship. In  

addition to the mock trial and the awards ceremony, the  

students enjoyed a baseball game, pin exchange, and meeting 

teams from other states. 

 

Looking ahead, the writing committee for the Wisconsin High 

School Mock Trial Tournament has already started working on a 

criminal case for the 2025 competition. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for the Mock Trial program, 

please visit wisbar.org/mock trial for more information. 

https://www.wisbar.org/forPublic/ForEducators/Pages/Mock-Trial.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/forPublic/ForEducators/Pages/Mock-Trial.aspx


 

                              THE BAR REPORT                                     JUNE 2024                     17 

Helping the Public Understand Legal Issues  
 

Know Your Legal Rights is a bimonthly legal newspaper  

column written by State Bar members and distributed by the  

Wisconsin Newspaper Association.  
 
 

 

Educating the public about legal issues is one of the  

purposes of the State Bar as an organization. Media  

placements also allow the State Bar to showcase  

members as leaders, emphasizing the value of hiring  

lawyers and their contributions to the communities  

they serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

If you or a colleague would like to contribute to a  

Know Your Legal Rights column, please email Mike Wiltse,  

public relations manager, or call (608) 250-6025. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wnanews.com/category/wna-member-content/know-your-legal-rights/
mailto:mwiltse@wisbar.org?subject=Know%20Your%20Legal%20Rights%20Column
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Media Mentions and the Top News Story in FY23-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty’s complaint 

against the State Bar’s Diversity Clerkship Program,  

beginning in December, and it’s amended complaint 

challenging the Leadership Program, the Leadership  

Development Summit, and the Ready.Set.Practice.  

Mentoring Program, topped the list of State Bar of  

Wisconsin media stories in FY 23-24.  

 

The DCP challenge netted 285 stories in local, regional, 

and national news, garnering 18 percent of the State 

Bar’s total news coverage. 

 
State Bar Media Mentions by Month 
Top Publications 

The most mentions of the State Bar came from the  

Wisconsin Law Journal, followed by Targeted News  

Service, Wausau Pilot & Review, and WisPolitics. These 

mentions do not count the “Know Your Legal Rights” 

stories. 

 

 

The number of “State Bar of Wisconsin” media mentions by 

month. 
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Promoting Public Understanding of the Law: 

Bolstering the G. Lane Ware Endowment Fund 

 
Thanks to numerous individual donations, and two generous matching challenge grants, the fundraising 

campaign to bolster the Law Foundation’s G. Lane Ware Leadership Development Fund raised $44,669 on 

an original goal of $16,818.  As of the end of May, the campaign raised $44,669 to add to the Ware  

endowment. This means the Foundation will be able to increase its support of leadership development  

programming by nearly 50% this next year.  

 

Donations were spurred by Atty. Kevin Lyons, a Wisconsin Law Foundation board member, who pledged to 

match every donation, up to $20,000. In addition, Ruder Ware, in honor of its longtime former president 

Lane Ware (also a State Bar past president) provided a matching grant to all donations made by individual 

firm members. With the match, over $6,000 was contributed by members of the firm. The firm has a long 

history of leadership and support of both the Wisconsin Law Foundation and State Bar of Wisconsin. 

 

The State Bar of Wisconsin program focuses on identifying up and coming leaders in the legal profession, 

and providing the skills, resources, and connections needed to step into leadership roles in their communi-

ties and local bars, as well as the State Bar.  

 

We extend our gratitude to all donors and encourage those who haven’t yet contributed 

to consider donating to our permanent endowment. Any amount you give will be greatly 

and deeply appreciated. To donate, visit wisbar.org/wlfdonate, or use the QR code. 

https://wisbar.org/wlfdonate


 

                              THE BAR REPORT                                     JUNE 2024                     20 

 

 

 

 

It’s Not Too Late To Participate in Every Member, Every Year Campaign  

 

 

 

 

The Wisconsin Law Foundation is once again highlighting the “Every Member, Every Year” campaign to 

support and expand our mission and work. The slogan is simple. We are asking every member of the  

State Bar of Wisconsin to contribute any amount to your Law Foundation at least once every year, no  

matter the amount. Past donors have made a significant impact, and with the annual support of all 

25,000 State Bar members, we can continue to meet growing demand. Our efforts are ambitious. Your 

ongoing support is crucial in extending our reach and bolstering these essential programs statewide.  

 

Please join us by committing to make an annual contribution – in any amount. With the support of Every 

Member, Every Year, we can strengthen our impact for years to come.  
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Providing Ethics Guidance 

 

 

Cultivate: We’re Planning Together for the Future 

• GAL Ethics  

• The Intersection of Wellness and Ethics  

• Paralegal Ethics Q-&-A  

  

  

  

Practice411: Guiding Law Practices with an Eye on the Future   

https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=16&Issue=5&ArticleID=30316
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=5&ArticleID=30421
http://www.wisbar.org/successionresources
https://www.wisbar.org/formembers/ethics/pages/ethics-presentation-request.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=4&ArticleID=30352
https://www.wisbar.org/formembers/practicemanagement/pages/succession-resources.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=16&Issue=5&ArticleID=30316
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=5&ArticleID=30421
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About Practice 411: The State Bar’s Practice411 Practice Management Program helps lawyers im-

prove their efficiency and effectiveness in delivering legal services and implementing systems and con-

trols to reduce risk and enhance client relations. It provides members with resources and support in  

managing their law practice. 

 

WisLAP: Advancing Mental Well-being in the Legal Profession 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lawyers Assistance Program (WisLAP) aims to  

develop a culture within the Wisconsin legal  

community that fosters work-life balance and  

destigmatizes mental illness and substance use  

disorders. Confidential WisLAP services are a benefit 

of your State Bar membership and available to every-

one in the legal community.  

https://www.wisbar.org/forMembers/WisLAP/Pages/Lawyer-Assistance-Program.aspx
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=4&ArticleID=30354
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=16&Issue=9&ArticleID=30442
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=5&ArticleID=30425
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=0&Issue=0&ArticleID=30403
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Executive Director Report Extra 
 
 

The 2024 State Bar of Wisconsin Annual Meeting and Conference Comes to     
Green Bay June 20-21 

 

 

 
 
Join your colleagues from around the state to connect, learn and relax  

at the largest State Bar gathering of the bench and bar!   

 

This year’s AMC will help you incorporate artificial intelligence into your 

workplace and give you a better understanding of the benefits, risks,  and 

ethical implications.  The closing plenary will help you communicate more 

effectively. Thursday night’s social event will be held at the Champions 

Club overlooking Lambeau Field, recently rated America’s favorite NFL Sta-

dium! 

One of the most economical ways to earn CLE and judicial credit, the event 

brings together the following nationally  

recognized speakers: 

 

Judge Scott U. Schlegel, Louisiana Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, nationally 

recognized for implementing technology in the courts, recipient of the William 

H. Rehnquist Award for Excellence given by  

the National Center for State Courts. 

 

David S. Kemp, managing editor of Justia’s 

Verdict and Oyez; Adjunct Professor, Rutgers 

Law School, instructs law students on how to 

use artificial intelligence for time-saving and 

cost-effectiveness. 

 

Meg Bucaro, communications strategist, who 

will show you how communication behaviors 

dictate our future success and will include  

specific tips for women to show up with        

purpose and power. 

 

In addition to the plenary speakers, don’t miss 

the Friday morning plenary  titled “Family 

Feud:  Legal Ethics Episode.” Join State Bar 

ethics counsel, ethics experts, and a cast of 

characters competing to correctly answer 

questions about new ethics opinions issued by 

the ABA and the State Bar of Wisconsin, as 

well as ethical questions raised by generative 

artificial intelligence.   

 

     Join us–you’ll be glad you did! 

 

Register here! 

Judge Scott U. Schlegel 

David S. Kemp 

Meg Bucaro 

Send Your Support,  
Tech Staff to AMC! 

 
Practicing law is a full-time 
job, so we’ve made it easier for 
you to send your support staff 
and/or tech staff to AMC to 
learn about incorporating AI 
into your practice Any staff 
you have listed on wisbar un-
der the myStaff tab can attend 
AMC for the State Bar  mem-
ber     tuition rate!  

To ensure your staff members 
receive member tuition, login 
to wisbar.org, go to myState-
Bar, and click on the myStaff 
tab on the right side of your 
screen. Add your staff        
members so that when they 
register, the member rate 
shows up automatically.  

Need help adding staff?       
Contact our Customer Service 
team at (800) 728-7788.  

CONNECT. LEARN. RELAX. 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/ma0740-(green-bay)2024-annual-meeting-conference/c-25/c-78/p-34716
https://elists.wisbar.org/t/2935969/99195838/74805/23/
https://elists.wisbar.org/t/2935969/99195838/74806/24/
https://elists.wisbar.org/t/2935969/99195838/74807/25/
https://elists.wisbar.org/t/2935969/99195838/74807/25/
https://elists.wisbar.org/t/2935969/99195838/74805/26/

