
My Priorities for the State Bar
Support the Rural Practice Development and Rural Clerkship 
programs and create and implement additional initiatives to 
remedy the lawyer shortage in our rural regions

For example, the Bar should explore ways to connect lawyers with 
geographic areas in need of lawyers, connecting law students and 
lawyers with solo practitioners, small firms, and other practice 
opportunities throughout the state.         

Persuade the Legislature to allocate funding for civil legal services 
for low-income persons  

Wisconsin is one of the lowest-ranked U.S. states in funding for civil 
legal services for persons of modest means. This cannot stand. The 
Bar should work along with stakeholders to make the case to the 
Legislature to provide funding. It would serve our state and its citizens 
for Wisconsin to step up and begin to fill the gap. The Bar should 
formulate new and creative ways to change the funding dynamic. 

Increase member engagement and connections with each other 
and the Bar  

We should increase connections among members and between 
members and Bar leadership and promote member engagement 
and leadership for lawyers of all levels. Expanded connections and 
increased engagement and leadership will enhance members’ 
professional and personal lives and strengthen our Bar.

I am a passionate, energetic, and dedicated leader with a consistent 

track record of advocating for Bar members’ interests while supporting 

the State Bar to effectively serve members and fulfill its duties set by 

Supreme Court Rules. It is important to maintain the Bar’s top-notch 

programs and member service while being a prudent fiscal steward of 

the Bar’s finances. Also, as a mandatory bar, the Bar must act within 

the constraints of the First Amendment and Keller, always being 

mindful of the diverse interests and viewpoints of our members.  
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I’m married to Mike Lawless. We have 
two daughters, 22 and 25. We’ve lived in 
Wauwatosa since 2007.




