
Pick Your Winner: 

2026 Smartphone Lineup 
This is the 12th annual (and final) State Bar of Wisconsin summary of the top 
smartphones currently available. This year’s focus includes cameras and artificial 
intelligence in phones and overall performance.

BY JAMES PEARSON

IBM’s Simon, considered to be the first smart-
phone, was released on Aug. 16, 1994. That 
means that, while this article is turning 12 this 
year, smartphone technology has been avail-
able for over three decades. Phones now hold 
more computing power and technology than I 
ever thought possible, except in the fantastical 
science fiction stories I read growing up. I love 
living in the future.1

This will be the final “Pick Your Winner” 
article for Wisconsin Lawyer. Smartphone 
technology is so ubiquitous that, aside from the 
minor changes each company tries to introduce 
annually and whichever new directions artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) takes the industry, other 
technology topics warrant this space.

In this year’s article, I review the top models 
from each of the three top brands: Apple, Google, 
and Samsung. AI, although it had a big push last 
year, has even more implications for smart-
phones this year, and we look at those, too. 

I also dig into how tariffs and other geopoliti-
cal factors are affecting phone availability and 
pricing and how the big three companies are 
adapting. Finally, I look at Trump Mobile, the 
potential new player in the 2025 market, which 
has faced issues consumers should consider 
before investing.

The Contenders
This year’s lineup of phones includes the Apple 
iPhone 17 series, the Samsung Galaxy S25 se-
ries, and Google’s Pixel 10 series. I compare the 
models based on key features such as camera 
quality and improvements, screen size, battery 
life, and performance and look at how each is 
implementing AI.

Trump Mobile is not part of the lineup. 
Despite being announced earlier this year and 
having already begun accepting deposits, it has 

missed its announced release dates and is cur-
rently unavailable.2

Cameras
In past years, I’ve conducted informal surveys 
of attorneys regarding phone features, and 
cameras rarely came up as something impor-
tant. Yet, I bet you have plenty of photos on 
your phone, from family vacations to case-re-
lated images. I have more pictures of comput-
ers than of my kids. Moreover, AI services now 
include image recognition and require higher 
image-quality levels than ever before. 

Alongside Apple, which continues to try to be 
“Hollywood in your pocket” year after year, all 
manufacturers keep improving the quality and 
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capabilities of their phone cameras. The 
iPhone Pro 17 from Apple has the same 
cameras as the Pro Max, but they are 
housed in a smaller chassis. I suspect 
that as AI’s ability to extrapolate data 
improves, these cameras will continue 
to shrink in size and rely on AI software 
as much as, if not more than, the hard-
ware, to produce better quality images 
than we have ever seen.

Samsung’s Galaxy S25 Ultra is a 
perfect example of ramping up image 
quality by combining hardware and 
software. Its new 10 MP 5× periscope 
telephoto and 10 MP 3× telephoto 
cameras include software that crops 
images to achieve higher optical 
quality. Samsung’s AI-driven Space 
Zoom software employs image pro-
cessing to digitally boost images for 

clearer results at higher zoom levels. 
Samsung’s next model down, the S25 
Edge, sacrifices the periscope tele-
photo lens for a slimmer design, unlike 
Apple, which kept the same camera in 
the 17 Pro.

Google also is leveraging AI software 
to improve image quality. The Pixel 
10 Pro and the Pixel 10 Pro XL share 
the same camera set (which hasn’t 
changed significantly since the Pixel 8 
Pro). But this year, Google introduced 
“Pro Res Zoom,” which, with its high-
resolution sensors and generative AI 
upscaling, allows up to 100× zoom on 
the Pro models. While the 100× 
zoom is primarily digital – similar to 
Samsung’s Space Zoom – Google em-
ploys its AI models to add detail during 
the zoom process.

Performance & Battery Life
Battery life took a jump this year as 
Apple introduced 500-mAh batteries 
to its phones. This gives the Pro Max 
nearly two days of usage. The Galaxy 
and Pixels have similar batteries and 
generally last all day. All companies 
sacrificed battery life for slim designs 
in their smaller, thinner phones, such 
as the Apple Air and the Samsung Edge. 
Given the amount of processing power 
AI requires, I envision that all manu-
facturers will continue to find ways 
to increase phones’ capabilities while 
maintaining or improving battery life.

Storage Capacity & Screens
Apple increased its capacity to 2TB on 
the Pro Max, but almost everything 
else remains capped at the 1TB size. 

Pick Your Winning Smartphone Model ...
Manufacturer /
Model Release Date Display Rear Cameras Battery 

(mAh) Chip & RAM Storage Options Starting 
Price Weight & Dimensions

Battery  
Life 
(hrs)

AI Name AI Link Source

Apple  
iPhone 17 Pro 
Max

September 2025
6.9” OLED,  

120 Hz, 3000 nits
48 MP wide, 48 MP 
ultra, 48 MP 5× tele

5,088
A19 Pro,  

~8 GB RAM
256/512/1TB/2TB ~$1,299

233 g / 8.22 oz,  
6.43 × 3.07 × 0.34 in

29
Apple 

Intelligence
apple.com/apple-intelligence/ apple.com/iphone-17-pro/specs/

Apple  
iPhone 17 Pro

September 2025
6.3” OLED,  

120 Hz, 3000 nits
48 MP wide, 48 MP 
ultra, 48 MP 5× tele

4,252
A19 Pro,  

~8 GB RAM
256/512/1TB ~$1,199

206 g / 7.27 oz,  
5.91 × 2.83 × 0.34 in

26
Apple 

Intelligence
apple.com/apple-intelligence/ apple.com/iphone-17-pro/specs/

Apple  
iPhone Air

September 2025
6.5” OLED,  

120 Hz, 3000 nits
48 MP wide (2× zoom) 3,149

A19 Pro,  
~8 GB RAM

256/512/1TB ~$999
165 g / 5.82 oz,  

6.15 × 2.94 × 0.22 in
22

Apple 
Intelligence

apple.com/apple-intelligence/ apple.com/iphone-air/specs/

Samsung  
Galaxy S25 Ultra

January 2025
6.9” AMOLED,  

120 Hz, ~2600 nits
200 MP wide, 50 MP 
ultra, 50 MP 5× tele

5,000
Snapdragon 
8 Elite, 12 GB 

RAM
256/512/1TB ~$1,299

218 g / 7.69 oz,  
6.41 × 3.06 × 0.32 in

28 Galaxy AI samsung.com/galaxy-ai/ samsung.com/us/smartphones/

Samsung  
Galaxy S25 Edge

January 2025
6.7” AMOLED,  

120 Hz, ~2500 nits
200 MP wide,  
50 MP ultra

3,900
Snapdragon 
8 Elite, 12 GB 

RAM
256/512 ~$1,099

163 g / 5.75 oz,  
6.23 × 2.98 × 0.23 in

24 Galaxy AI samsung.com/galaxy-ai/ samsung.com/us/smartphones/

Samsung  
Galaxy Z Fold 7

January 2025
8” foldable 

AMOLED, 6.2” cover
50 MP wide, 12 MP 

ultra, 10 MP tele
4,400

Snapdragon 
8 Elite, 12 GB 

RAM
256/512/1TB ~$1,899

215 g / 7.58 oz,  
Folded: 6.23 × 2.87 × 

0.35 in
23 Galaxy AI samsung.com/galaxy-ai/ samsung.com/us/smartphones/

Google  
Pixel 10 Pro XL

August 2025
6.8” OLED,  

120 Hz, 3300 nits
50 MP wide, 48 MP 

ultra, 48 MP tele
5,200

Tensor G5,  
16 GB RAM

256/512/1TB $1,199
232 g / 8.18 oz,  

6.41 × 3.02 × 0.33 in
30 Gemini AI

store.google.com/intl/en/
ideas/gemini-ai-assistant/

store.google.com/product/
pixel_10_pro_specs?hl=en-US

Google  
Pixel 10 Pro

August 2025
6.3” OLED,  

120 Hz, 3000 nits
50 MP wide, 48 MP 

ultra, 48 MP tele
~4,600

Tensor G5,  
16 GB RAM

256/512/(1TB in 
some mkts)

$999
207 g / 7.30 oz,  

6.02 × 2.83 × 0.34 in
27 Gemini AI

store.google.com/intl/en/
ideas/gemini-ai-assistant/

store.google.com/product/
pixel_10_pro_specs?hl=en-US

Google  
Pixel 10 Pro Fold

August 2025
7.95” foldable 

OLED, 6.4” cover
48 MP wide, 10.5 MP 

ultra, 10.8 MP tele
5,015

Tensor G5,  
16 GB RAM

256/512/1TB $1,799
258 g / 9.10 oz,  

Folded:  
6.11 × 3.00 × 0.43 in

25 Gemini AI
store.google.com/intl/en/
ideas/gemini-ai-assistant/

store.google.com/product/
pixel_10_pro_fold_specs?hl=en-US
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There’s just room for photos. Time will 
tell, however, whether AI tagalongs will 
consume much space, especially if the 
information may be stored locally on 
the device for extra security. 

While only the Samsung Z-Fold series 
saw an increase in screen size, all the 
other contenders held their ground. 
Compared to last year’s Galaxy Z Fold 
6’s cover display, this year’s model adds 
.2 inches, increasing it to 6.5 inches in 
this year’s release. Further, the main 
display, when the phone is completely 
open, measures 8 inches this year, com-
pared to last year’s 7.6 inches. 

Artificial Intelligence
The AI race is on, and thanks to it, 
smartphones are quickly going to be 
smarterphones. Apple Intelligence, 

Samsung Galaxy AI, and Google’s 
Gemini AI assistant share a similar set 
of features. These include real-time 
translation; improvements to their 
current voice assistants, such as Siri; 
and corrections and improvements to 
users’ writing and communications. All 
the interfaces are now capable of com-
plex, conversational-style commands 
and instructions.

Apple’s Visual Intelligence, Galaxy 
AI, and Gemini Live make phones even 
smarter. All these applications can “see” 
what a user is seeing, analyze it, and 
respond to questions about it. Need to 
identify a plant? Just point your camera 
at the image and talk to your AI assis-
tant, and it will analyze the image and 
respond, just as if it were standing there. 

Another area in which AI is being 

leveraged on smartphones is for on-
the-spot image editing and enhance-
ment. This will let users quickly touch 
up photos, alter them, and even work 
with video, all on the same device on 
which the images were recorded.

Although AI has benefits, and I’m 
not yet disconnecting from the world 
and moving off the grid, I do believe we 
all still need the option to have a little 
control. This brings us to our next topic.

Opting out of AI. For as long as I’ve 
been talking about cybersecurity and 
privacy, my conclusion is that privacy is 
dead, monthly subscriptions will take 
over everything, and AI will be inte-
grated everywhere, whether we like (or 
want) it or not. 

The benefits of AI are many, as are 
the potential downfalls, and better left 
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to another article on another day. But, 
for now, let’s find out how to maintain 
as much control as is possible.

The good news is that, for now, users 
can opt out of Apple and Google’s AI 
relatively easily. For Apple, there’s a 
single on/off setting to disable it across 
the board.3

Google’s Pixel is a little more compli-
cated in that a user must turn off all the 
individual apps. It appears that nine 
steps are needed to completely remove 
Gemini from a Pixel 10 phone. This 
includes disabling Gemini in each app, 
such as Screenshot, Journal, Google 
Photos, and Messages; reverting to the 
old Google Assistant app; and finally, 
uninstalling Gemini.4

Another option, and one that I be-
lieve many frugal lawyers are likely to 
choose by default, is to continue using 
older phone models that don’t support 
AI. While this isn’t a long-term solution 
(because eventually all manufacturers 
stop supporting old phones), typically 
refurbished models from the previous 
year and the previous year’s models 
are available at a lower price. Not only 
are the phones less costly, but also they 
won’t run AI. The obvious drawback is 
that you’re working with an already 
older phone that won’t be supported for 
more than a few years.

Current Availability and Pricing
In early 2025, I would have guessed 
that phone prices would skyrocket and 
there would be supply chain issues, 
given tariffs and geopolitical events. 
However, none of the three major 
phone manufacturers showed any 
trouble adapting quickly, and many had 
already begun moving all their eggs 
from one basket, finding alternative 
production facilities.

Apple and Google took early ac-
tion, moving production away from 
high-tariff countries such as China to 
countries like India, where over 44% of 
the use smartphones were exported in 
the second quarter of 2025 versus 25% 
from China. However, Samsung kept 
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its production in Vietnam, which then 
proceeded to get hit with a 46% tariff. 
However, phone manufacturers got 
some exemptions, which helped.5

Despite all the turbulence, phone 
companies have maintained supply by 
using existing inventory and shifting 
manufacturing strategies. They have ei-
ther defensively cut production costs as 
much as possible during these turbulent 
times or absorbed many of those costs. 
Either way, there were minimal hikes 
in phone prices in 2025. However, the 
effects of tariffs and supply chain issues 
remain subject to change.

Trump Mobile
Trump Mobile is a phone company that 
doesn’t exist. According to a recent re-
port from NBC News, the company has 
been accepting $100 deposits since July 
2025, but no phone has materialized.6

Although the company’s goal was 
to make a “100% USA” phone, it has 
become more of a challenge than the 
company anticipated because of the in-
ability to manufacture the needed parts 
in the US. The Trump Organization will 
not manufacture the phones, as Apple 
and other phone companies do, but will 
outsource manufacturing and then 
license the phone.

“Trump Mobile, its products and 
services are not designed, developed, 
manufactured, distributed or sold by 
The Trump Organization or any of their 
respective affiliates or principals. T1 
Mobile LLC uses the Trump name and 
trademark pursuant to the terms of a 

limited license agreement which may be 
terminated or revoked according to its 
terms.”7

The Smartphone Wrap-Up
I’ll leave you this year, the final year of 
this article, with a quick summary of 
each of the big three manufacturers’ 
top three phones. All prices are manu-
facturers’ suggested retail prices. If it’s 
time for an upgrade, now’s the time to 
do it if you’re not afraid of accepting AI 
into your life, as prices and availability 
remained steady this year despite all the 
political and economic turbulence. Also, 
if your current phone is three or more 
models behind, know that it won’t be 
long before it’s obsolete. 

Apple
iPhone 17 Pro Max, 6.9” screen, 29 hrs, 
$1,299
iPhone 17 Pro, 6.3” screen, 26 hrs, $1,199
iPhone Air, 6.5” screen, 22 hrs, $999

Samsung
Galaxy S25 Ultra, 6.9” screen, 28 hrs, 
$1,299
Galaxy S25 Edge, 6.7” screen, 24 hrs, 
$1,099
Galaxy Z Fold 7, 8.0” screen, 23 hrs, 
$1,899

Google
Pixel 10 Pro XL, 6.8” screen, 30 hrs, 
$1,199
Pixel 10 Pro, 6.3” screen, 27 hrs, $999
Pixel 10 Pro Fold, 7.95” screen, 25 hrs, 
$1,799

Where to Get Product Specifications 
& AI Information
All the websites below were last visited 
on Dec. 8, 2025.

• Apple iPhone 17 Pro and iPhone 
17 Pro Max: https://www.apple.com/
iphone-17-pro/specs/

• Apple iPhone Air, https://www.
apple.com/iphone-air/specs/

• Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra and 
Galaxy S25 Edge, https://www.sam-
sung.com/us/smartphones/galaxy-s25-
ultra/buy/galaxy-s25-ultra-256gb-
unlocked-sku-sm-s938uzgaxaa/

• Samsung Galaxy Z Fold7, https://
www.samsung.com/us/smartphones/
galaxy-z-fold7/buy/galaxy-z-fold7-
256gb-unlocked-sku-sm-f966ulgaxaa/

• Google Pixel 10 Pro and Pixel 10 Pro 
XL, https://store.google.com/product/
pixel_10_pro_specs?hl=en-US

• Google Pixel 10 Pro Fold, 
https://store.google.com/product/
pixel_10_pro_fold_specs?hl=en-US

• Apple Intelligence, https://www.
apple.com/apple-intelligence/

• Samsung Galaxy AI, https://www.
samsung.com/galaxy-ai/

• Google Gemini AI assistant, https://
store.google.com/intl/en/ideas/gemini-
ai-assistant/. WL
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