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Technological Changes Over 
50 Years in Practice
Courts and lawyers have found ways to use technology to make the justice system 
operate more efficiently and conveniently.

BY GARD STROTHER

As I approach my 50-year anniversary of prac-
ticing law, I think about the profound impact of 
technology on our profession during the past 
50 years. Much of this change has occurred 
in the last two decades, part of the revolution 
in communications that has become part of 

the daily functioning of U.S. 
society and certainly most, 
if not all, of us in the legal 
profession. 

I often find myself 
reminded about the effects 

of technology, particularly computers, word 
processing, and record keeping, on lawyers’ 
daily lives. In the early years of practicing, I 
was intrigued with the then-available comput-
ers and their impact on the way we conducted 
our business. 

This was true of the judiciary as well as the 
day-to-day practices of lawyers in the com-
munity. Early on, the computers with which 
lawyers – and people generally – found them-
selves working were primitive compared to 
computers that are routinely used today. This 
also was true for the judicial system, which 
has, in a variety of ways, brought computers 
into the process of managing the courts. 

I did not learn much about computers or 
computer programming during college or law 
school, but that learning process did begin, in 
a limited way, before I enrolled in law school. 
I have become more adept at navigating the 
sometimes-turbulent waters of learning to use 
computers daily in the workplace. 

It has not always been easy – and it still 
isn’t, given the rapid changes that continue 
to confront us as we try to efficiently attend 
to clients’ needs. The common use of email 

communication and electronic filing and dis-
seminating of legal documents in and about 
the court system is beneficial. Lawyers and 
courts have found ways to use technology to 
make the court system operate more efficient-
ly and conveniently. 

I find myself participating in court proceed-
ings that are now conducted by phone or video 
conference. I often use emails to communicate 
with clients and other attorneys.

I could go on at length about various aston-
ishing developments in how lawyering has 
been affected by the technological changes 
over the past 50 years, especially in the past 10 
or so years. 

Time marches on for everyone and is espe-
cially noticeable for those of us in a profes-
sional endeavor such as lawyering. I hope I 
can continue to learn how to use technology 
more efficiently for however long I continue to 
practice law. 

Getting through life and endeavors of 
employment is, to a great extent, about work-
ing hard and continuing to learn, something I 
intend to do as I negotiate the years ahead. WL

Getting through life and endeavors 
of employment is, to a great 

extent, about working hard and  
continuing to learn.
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