MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT:
The commlttee appointed by the Tri-County Bar Assoclatlon
e Q&M R i
to present to the C==ws#y Court of Buffalo County, Wisconsin, s
memorial in honor of the late Martin L. Fugina presents the follow-
ing, and moves that 1t be filed as a part of the record of this
Court,

Martin
on the 4th day of

8

of Fount
originally at Ree
Fountain City in

daughter of an ea

in the merchantil

Fountain City whe
family of 7 and w
He graduated from

el
ol

of the Universlty

in 1895, too youn
?

Upon his attainin

conbinued uninter

City until the da

Miss Bmnma Schmoke

and by his

Bmme,

with him in the practlice of the law since 1935. H

Lis a was born in the Clty of Fountaln City

February, 1875. His father and mother were pioneser

2in City. His father, Joseph Fugina, settled

ds Landing, Minnesota in 1855 and moved to

1860, His mother, EBlizabeth Holzer, was the:

rly ploneer family. Joseph Fuglna wasg engaged

¢ business at Fountaln City, and it was at

|
re Martin L. Fugina was born., He was one of &
as educated 1n the schools at Fountain City.

the local high school and entered the law school

of Wisconsin. He graduated from the law school

m

to be admitted to the practice of the law.

a e
s

~

the e of 21 he was admitted to practice and

ruptedly in the practice of the law at Fountain

v of his death. On May 12, 1910, he married

r of Fountaln Clty. He 1g survived by his wldow,

gon, Marvin L.

Pugina, who has been agsoclated

is survived

o
O

! 5 . . .
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The entlre 1ife of Martin L. Fuglina 1s woven into the

nistory of Fountain City and Buffalo County, for 1t was there that
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he spent his entire working days. He gerved his county a
attorney and also as its county Judge for some eigdteeﬁ years., He

was aective in civic affalrs in Fountaln City, serving as clty attorney
during his entire perlod of practice and serving on the school

board for more than thirty'yearsu He was a member of the commlttee
that constructed the auditorium in Fountain City and administered

it for many years. He was active in promoting other civic projects
for his comnunity and devoted much time to 1ts betterment. A good
deal of credlt must be given to him for the development of Merrick
State Park. It was his influence that prompted the acceptance of

the glft of this park by the 8tate of Wisconsin and 1ts subsequent

development as one of the beauty spots of this area

.

Hia 1life was further woven closely with history of the
Upper Migsissippl River. In hls younger days he was assoc tated with
nis brother, Captain Frank Fugina, in the operation of steam boats
and in river development. Hlsg ipteregt in the river and in 1ts
development continued fhrough@ut‘his 118,

He was also interested in the banking business and was
one of the organizers of the First State Bank of ﬁount in City.
It was always his pride that this bank was one of the few banks’
that weathered the financlal troubles of the great depression
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without any difficulty. He was also a director of the Waumand
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of The American Bank of Alr

State Bank me. .,




the Buffalo County Draft Board and in World War II and up until

the time of his death the wovernﬁentvappsal agent for Buffalo

®

P

County. He gave uneelfishly of his time in the faithful performance
of thig work, often making enemies in carrying out his duty. He,
however, placed duty in this service above personal gain,

He also had a lifetime interest in politics and was an

M

ctive member of the Republican party. He served as chalruman
of the Buffaio County Republican Committee for many years and was
very faithful in attending Republican meetings and cohventions.

It was, however, in the practice of the law that he
really distinguished himself. From the time of starting practice
at a very early age he became involved in important litigation and
continued to do so throughout his 1ife. He tried many cases in |
‘both state and federal courts and handled numerous appeals to the i
Wisconsin Supreme Court. One of the most famous cases was the |
one involving the Delta Flgh & Fur Farms of which hé wags a
stockholder and president. This casge was prosecuted gsuccegsfully
through the State Supreme Court. Another famous case was a sult
againgt the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Co. involving the
damage to the steamer "Rutledge'. This steamer wasg owned by his
brother, Captain Frank Fugina, and was badly damaged by the rall-
road company's drawbridge at Winona, Minnesota, This cage was
also successfully prosecuted through the Supreme Court of the

try caseg down to
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State of Wisconsin. He continued to activel

the fime of his death. On the Thursday prior to his death he




personally arguesd a case before the Supreme Court of the State of
Wisconsin., He was an able practitioner and an a
hig client's rights were sacred. He felt the true measure of duty
which an attorney ocwes To hl& client His pra bvva of the law
covered a period of almost 57 years and hils record wasg. never marred
in any way. It .was a period of full activity and a practlice rich in
varied ewperlen ces. He was honored by the Tri-County Bar Assoclation
by election to the foice of presi@eht, an office which he held for

o

many years. - He voluntarily retired from this office two years ago.

‘Martin L. Fugina will be remembéred among the attorneys
of Western Wisconsln and Eastern Minnesota as an able prosecutor,
lawyer and Jjurist. He will be remembered as a student of the
law, never fallling to study carefully and properly brief any
legal questlon in which he became involved, He was, however,
very human and had a pr found knowledye of human nabture enabling
him to act as a successful counseler and adviser, He had a host
of friends among Judges, lawyers, professional people lavoring
people and farmers. |

In passing upon hls lLIB we cannot forget one other
characteristic and that was hisilove of sports and the outdoors.
He was a baseball player 1n his earlier days and later beca
a great baseball and football fan., He attended the Wisconsin-
Minnesota game every year from the time of his graduation until
1951 and was an ardent follower of the univeragity teams. He was
also a member of the Fifty Vear Club of the University. In his
sarller days he was an ardent £igherman and was rscoenized ag
one of the outstanding fly flshermen on the Mississippl. He

loved to hunt coon along the bluffs at Fountain City and
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vursued this sport for many years, but hls greatest love was to
e outside and along or upon the river. On a Saturday afternoon

wnen the weather permitted you could almost invariably find him
along the banks of the Fountain Clty Bay in Merrick State Park,

Ee might be sitting in his car watehing the scenery, strolling
along the bank, visiting with some fishermen, or perhaps doing

some casting himself., He very seldom cared to travel from Fountain
Clty in the summer time as it was his boast that he knew of no more
pleasant place to be. He knew the Mligsissippl River and its
tributaries, the history thereof and the people who lived along

1t. He knew a great many things about the Indiang who formerly
lived and treded at Fountain City. He counld tell of the early
logging daye when the Fountain City Bay and Beef Slough were the
centers of the logging drives. He could recount many interesting
tales of the days when the lumberjacks came to Fountain City on
their spring drives down from the Chippewa, He could tell innum-
erable tales, anecdotes and stories of the steamboats and river
traffic of the early days. It can truly be saild that the river

and this area became a part of him jJust as much as he became a pard
of them. His pagsing, even though at the end of a full and complete
life, leaves a vacancy ln the community and in the hearts of its
people. Truly he wlll be remembered as & fine and greatllawyer,

as a real citlzen, and as a true gentlemen. He will be remenbered

with affection and as a credit to a great profession.
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IN MEMORIAM
M, L. FUGINA
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Regpongse by the Court to the Memorial presented on behalf of
the Tri-County Bar Assocliations
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Martin L. Fugine was a familiar figure in this court room
and in every othem court room aleng the Migsissippi Rivem, where

that river form the boundary between Wiseongin and Minnesota. He
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also appeared frequently in the Fedexral Courts and im the Supreme |

Courdy at Madlisony

Hig vast knowledge of trial tactics and techniques, galned

through his many: years of practice, was the envy of less
experienced lawyers. He may be described ag @ lawyerts lawyem,
for everything that he did ire the practice of hile choseln
profegsion, he did well.,

He found in the practlce of law tle happiness which every
human being seeks. It was in the performance of hig dally wozrk
as & lawyer that he found nig greatest joy and satiefaction,

To him the practice of the law operated like o magnetb,
and drew from him his utmost in strength of mind, charactexn
and personality.

He will be greatly missed by his colleagues of the legal
profegsion, and by hig many friends in Buffalo County and
elsewherea.

He was & good citizen, am able lawyex., and a real friend.

The world 1= better for hig having lived,

The Memorial presented on behalf of the Tyri=-County Bax

Zegociatiom will be received and filed with the permansnt records

of thig Court,
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