
j'iAY IT PLEASE Ti:.E CC'Jfr.T:

Tire eomrcLt iee appolnted. by ihe Tr l -County Bar Assoclat lon

al'e^^:'r
to present to the e=t*y Court  of  Buffalo County,  l f lsconsl"n,  a '

rcemorlal  1n honor of  the la ie ]u iar t ln L.  Fuglna presents the fo l lotr-

lng ,  anc l  rnoves  tha t  l t  be  f l led .  as  a ,par t  o f  the  record  o f  th ls

C o u r i .

Mart ln L.  Fuglna was born ln the Cl ty of  Fountaln Cl ty

on the l th d.ay of  lFebruary,  LS?5. Hls father and. mother were ploneer

s e t t l e r s  o f  F o u n t a l n  C l t y .  H l s  f a t h e r ,  J o s e p h  F u g l n a ,  s e t t l e d

or lg lnal ly at  Reei ls Land. lng,  l4 lnnesota ln ]855 and moved- to

Founta ln  C l ty  In  |860.  H ls  mother ,  E l l -zabeth  HoJ"zer ,  was  the

d.aughter of  an eaf ly ploneer farnl ly.  Joseph Fuglno was engaged'

i -n  the  merchant l l -b  bus iness  a t  Founta ln  Ct ty ,  and.  l t  was  a t

Fountaln CLty l+hefe Mart ln L.  Fuglna was born.  He was one of  a

faml ly ot  ? and" wf.s ef ,uoated. ln the schooLs at  Fountaln Cl ty.

He grad.u.atecl from ttre local hlgh school and. entered. the law scltool

of  the Unlversl ty of  Wisconsln.  I - {e grad"uated- f ronr the law school

ln ]895, too loun$ to be adn'r I1, ted" to the pract lce of  the 1*y.

Upon hls at tafnfn$ the age af  21 he was admit ted.  to pract lce and-

'  cont lnued unlnter ' fupted" ly ln the practLce of  the lBw at  Fountaln

Cl ty  un t l l  the  c ta [ 'o f  h ls  d"ea th .  On May 12 ,  1910,  he  mar r led-

i , i lss Emma Schmolcef of  Founteln Cl ty.  He ls survlvecl  by hls wld-ow,

Er.uis., and. by hts i"on, Marvln L. tr 'uglna, who has b'een assoclateci-

w l th  h ln  1n  the  ppac t tce  o f  the  Ia .w s lnce  1935.  He ls ' surv lved '

also by two grand:chl ldren, Davld- and. Faye Fuglna, of  Fountaln Cl ty,

by a brother,  Cadtaln Frank J.  Fuglna of  Wlnona, Iv l lnnesota,  a

brother,  Df "  GeorJge Fuglna, of  } , iankato,  lv l lnneeota,  and" s lster,



1 . , l i ss  Lau ra  FuE ina ,  o f  Foun ta in  C i t y ,  I d i scons in .  Th ree  b rc the rs ,

All le Fr-rglna of Arcad.ia and Paul Fugina and- Edward. Fuglna rrf

Foun ta ln  C l t y ,  p reced -ea  h lm  ln  d "ea th '

The ent l re  L l fe  of  Mart ln  1, .  Fugina ls  woven ln to the

h ls to ry  o f  Foun ta in  $ i t y  anC Bu f fa lo  Coun ty ,  f o r  1 t  v ras  the re  tha t

he spent  h ls  ent l re  vrork lng d"ays.  I le  s 'erved.  h ls  county as d ls t r le t

a t to rney  and"  a l so  ag  1 ts  eoun ty  Jud"ge  fo r  some e lgh teen  yea rs .  He

w a s  a c t l v e  l n  c l v l c  a f f a l r s  l n ' f o u n t a l n  C l t y ,  e e r v l n g  a s  c l t y  a t t o r n e y

d . u r l n g h i s e n t l r e p e r l . o c l o f p r a e t l c e a n d . s e r v l n g o n t h e s c h o o l

boaid.  fo t 'more than th . l r ty  years.  He was a meinber  of  the commLttee

1,3rat  const r r - rc ted.  the aud. i tor lum ln  Founta ln Ct ty  and-  admin ls tered-

l t  f o l  many  yea rs .  He  was  ac t l ve  l n  p ro rno t l ng ;  o the r  c l v1c  p roJec ts

for  h ls  comruunl ty  and"  d.evbted"  rnuch t lne to  l ts  bet tenment .  A good-

d"ea1 of  credl t  nrust  be g lven to  h lm for  the d"evelopment  of  lv ler : : lck

State park.  I t  was h is  ln f luence that  prompted.  the acceT: tanoe of

the gf f t  o f  th j .s  park by th ,e $ ' ta te of  l , r l lsconsln anr l  L ts  subsequent

d "eveLopmen t  as  one  o f  t he  beau ty  spo to  o f  t h l s  a rea .

H ls  l l f e  was  fu . r t he r  wo \ ren  c lose l y  v r l i h  h l s to ry  o f  t he

Upper  M lss l ss lpn l  R l ve r .  I n  h l s  younger  d .gys  he  was  assoc la ted "  w l th

h ls  
'bro1,her ,  Captatn Frank Fugina ' ,  l i l  the operat lon of  s tear i  boats

and .  I n  r l ve r  i l eve lopmen t .  H l s  th te ree t  l n  t he  r i ve r  and -  Ln  l t s

d"evelopment  cont inued.  throughou' [  h ls  l l fe-

He was a lso ln terested '  ln  the banklnr+ business and was

one  o f  t he  o rg .an i  ze rs  o f  t he  F l r s t  S ta te  Bank  o f  Foun ta ln  C l t y .

It  was always his pri-d.e that thls bank was one of the few banks

that  weathered.  the f lnancta l  t roubles of  tb .e great  d .epress lon

wlthout any d.3-ff lcu1ty. He r, ias also a <Llrector of ihe Waunand-ee

State Bank and-  of  the Ame:- lcan Ba-nk s f  { - lma.
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I i e  a l so  ee rved"  h l s  co ' l n t r y  i o  t he  bes t  o f  h l s  ab l l l t y

d.uri-ng t ine of tra.r. In l , t lorld- t lar I  he lras the legal- ad.viser of

the Buffalo County Draft Board and. ln t l iorld 1-Iar II  and up trni l l

the t iu ' re  of  h ls  d.eath tne govern l lent .appeal  agent  for  Buf fa lo

County.  i ie  gave unsel f lsh ly  of  h ls  t lme ln  the fa l th fu l  per forna.nce

o f  t h le  work ,  o f ten  mak lng  ene rn les  l n  ca r r y lng  ou t  h1s  d 'u t y .  H€ ,

hor ' . iever ,  p laced.  Cuty ln  th ls  servtce above personal  ga ln,

I i e  a l so  had .  a  l l f e t lme  ln te res t  l n  po l l t l cs  and .  was  s .n

act lve nember of  the Republ lcan par ty .  He served as chal rman

of  the Buf fa lo  County Republ lean Conmlt tee for  many years and.  wa.s

ve ry  fa l t h fu l  l n  a t tend . l ng  Repub l l can  nee t l ngs  and"  conven t lons .

I t  was ,  however ,  1 f l  t he  p rac t l ce  o f  t he  l aw  tha t  hd

rea l l y  d - l s t l ngu l shed"  h imse l f  .  F rom the  t lme  o f  s ta r t l ng  p rac t l ce

at  a  very earS-y age he became lnvolved-  ln  tmpor  tant  l l t lga l : lon and.

con t l nued .  t o  d ,o  s0  th roughou t  h l s  l i f e .  He  t r l ed -  many  ceses  l r t

both etate and-  federa l  cour tg andi  hand- ler1 nunerous appeals  to  the

Wlscons ln  $up reme Cour t .  O r le  o f  t he  mos t  f anous  cases  was  the

one lnvolv lng the Del ta  FIsh & ! 'ur  Farrns of  whlch he was a

s tockho ld .e r  and .  p res id .en t .  Th l s  case  was  p rosec r r ted .  success f t ; l l y

through the $tate $upreme Cour t .  Another  famoue case was a su l t

agalnst  the Chlcago and.  Nor ihweste l rn  Ra. lLroa<tr  Co.  lnvolv lng the

d.anage to the steamer ttRutledgerr t This steamer was ov,rned. by hl"s

brother ,  Capta ln Frank i rug lna,  and was bad- ly  d-arnaged by the ra l l -

road-  conpanyrs drawbr ld .ge at  l { lnona,  Mlnnesota"  Thls  case was

also successfu l ly  prosecuted"  thr :ough lohe Suprenie Cour t  o f  1 ,he

S ta te  o f  ? / l scons in .  He  con t l nued  to  ac t l ve l y  t r y  cases  d .o r i rn  to

the t l rne of  h le  d.eath.  On the Thursd-ay pr lor  io  h ls  d-eath he
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perscnau y arg l lec a case before the $upreme cot l r t  o f  the $tate of

I J l s c o n s l . n . I I e : l r a s . a n a b l e p r a c t l t l o n e r a n d . a n a t i o r n e y w h o f e l t t h a i

i r ls  c l lent ts  r lghts  were gacred- .  I ie  fe l t  the t rue aeasure of  duty

wh lch  an  a t l , o rney  owes  i o  h l s  c l l en t , .  i { l s  p rac t i ce  o f  t i r e  l aw

eovered.  a  per lod.  o f  a l rno s t  5? years and hts  record-  r tas never  ma-r red '

l n a n y w a y . I t w a s a p e r i o d - o f f u 1 } a c t l v l t y a n d ' a p r a e t l c e r l c h l n

var led"  e l {per lences.  } ie  was honored '  by the Tr1-County Bar  Assocl -at lon

by  e lec t i on  to  the  o f f l ce  o f  p res ld -en t ,  4D  o f f l ce  wh ich  he  he ld  fo r

many  yea rs .  He  vo lun ta r l l y  re t l r ed .  f rom th l s  o f f l ee  two  yea ' r s  ago '

' M a r , t l n L . F u g l n a w l l } b e r e m e m b e r e d . a m o n g t h e a t t o r n e y s

o f  Wes te rn  Wlecons ln  and"  Eas te rn  M lnneso ta  as  an  ab le  p rosec t l t o r '

l a w y e r a n d , J u r l s t . H e l t l l l b e r e m e n b e r e d " a e a s t u d " e n t o f t h e

law,  never  faL11ng to s tud 'y  carefu l ly  and proper ly  br le f  any

lega l  ques l ; lOn  Ln  Wh l0h  he  beca4e  lnvo l ved .  He  was '  however '

very human and. had- a prcfcund. knowled.ge of human nature enabllng

h lm to  ab t  as  a  success fu l  counseJ -e r  and -  ad "v lge r .  He  had  a  hos t

o f  f r l end .s  among  Jud"ges ,  l awyers ,  p ro fess lona l  peop le ,  l abo r lnp t

oeople a,nd"  farmers.

I n p a s s l n g u p o n h l s l l f e w e c a n n o t f o r g e t o n e o t h e r

character ls t lc  and"  that  was h ls  love of  spor ts  and '  the outc l 'oors '

He  was  a  baseba l l  p laye r  l n  h l s ' ea r l l e r  daye  and"  l a l ' e r  i : ocame

a great  basebal l  and.  f ,ootbal l -  fan.  He at tend"ed"  the ld isconsln-

Mlnnesota game every year  f rom the t lme of  h lg  grad 'uat {on unt l1

L95r  and.  was an ard"ent  fo l lower  of  the unlvers l ty  teams.  He was

also a member of  th .e F l f ty  Year  Club of  ihe Unlvers i ty '  In  h i -s

ear l ler  d ,ays he was an ard-e1t  f lsherman and"  was recoal lzed"  a 's

one of  the outs taad. lng f ly  f lshermen on the I ' l iseLss l "ppl .  I ie

loved to  hunt  coon a long the b luf fs  at  Founta in c l - iy  anc '
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! 'ursued- th is sport  for  many years,  ' lu i  
i : ls  greal ,est  10ve l ras to

oe outsid-e ancl  a. iong or upon the z '1ver.  on a saturd.ay af ternoon
'r ihen the treather permlt ted.  you coul  d-  a l -nnost lnvar iably f1nd. h1m
along the banks of  the Fountaln Cl ty,  tsay ln l {err ic lc $tate park.

I {e  mlgh t  be  s l t t lng  rn  h ls  car  wateh lng  the  scenery ,  s t ro l l lng
along the banlc,  v ls1t1ng wlth some f lsherna.n,  or  perhaps d.olng
sone cast lng hlmsel f  .  He very eeld.om ca.red. to t ravel  f : :om Fountaln
c l ty  1n  the  summer  t lme as  l t  was  h ls  boas t  tha t  he  knew o f  no  more
pleasant place to be. I ie i tnew the l i lss lsslppl  Rlver and_ l ts
t r ibu tar les ,  the  h ls to ry  therer : f  and.  the  peop le  who l l ved  a long
l t  "  He knew a great many thlngs aborr t  the Indlans who formerly
l i 'vecl  and" t ra"d.ed- at  Fountaln c l ty.  I {e corr ld.  ter l  of  the ear ly
logglng d 'ays when the Fountain Ctty Bay a.ncl  Beef Slough were the
centers  o f  the  logg lng  c l r l ves ,  He eou ld .  necount  many tn te res t lng
ta. les of  the d.ays when the lumberJacics cs.me to Fountaln c l ty on
thelr sprlng d.rlves d.own f,rom the chJ-ppevra. Fie could tell lnnum-
er "ab le  ta les ,  .anecdotes  anc l  s to r les  o f  the  s teamboats  and.  r l ver
t ra f f l c  o f  the  oar ly  d -ays"  r t  cah  t ru ly  be  sar -d .  tha t  the  r l ver
a.nd'  th ls area beoame a part  of  h l ry Just  as much as he beoame a part
of  them. Hls passrni=1, eT/en though a. t  the end" of  a fu l l  and conplete
1 l fe ,  leaves  a  vaeancy  rn  the  communl ty  and.  rn  the  hear ts  o f  r ts
treo;ole.  Truly he wl l r  be reniembetred. as a f lne and. great, lawyer,

as a real  c i t lzen, ancl  as e tnue gen.t lemen. He r . , ' l l1 be rernenibered.
w l th  a f fec t lon  and.  as  a  c red l t  to  a  6qreat  p ro fess ion .

Resp  ec t fu l l y  sub rn l i t ed_

r
&  .  D .  i J  F , r i ' l l ! ' r '

JA]'IES J " SLEIiSOIT

c. El.  Fusrt,A



Ii{ ME}.,{ORilr}il

M" Ir. F'UGII-TA

* r ( t r l r r s t i r f * $ * * + l l t

Responoe b.y the Court to the MemorJaL presented on behalf of

the Trj .-County Bar AeeoclPtioni

{ r f t t s i ( * t * * * t l t * r i

lflarttn Ir. S,ugX.na was a f,amlL!.ar flgure i"n't'hie eourlli roont

a,ncl tn eve1y othen' court r6om along the Mtssieetppl River+ where

that" rLvor. f olm the bouncla,ry botween lfj.eeonstn' and L{lnnssot'8'' He

aLsto s,ppeersd frequentLy trn the $''edeca,l. courte end, lm ttro $upreme

Oourt. at ldadlsonl

Hte vasu knowLedge of trsaL taci-i.cs and technlquen, galnnd

throra8h h[.e rnarnyr ]/€&3s of prao.tt.cee was the envy: of Les's

exper.Ierrced L&nryen.s. lle rnUry'b.e d'eeo.rt'bed as n lawer'N e Laruyer;t

f or overythlng that he dtd [ni trhs prs,GtLso of hLe choeeh

profemoL:ono he did woLL.

H e f o u n r l " l n t h e p r n c t l o e o f ] . n w t } l e h a p p l n o o g w h l c h r e v @ r y

*r.lmnn betng eeteke. Xt was tn tho per1f0trm8;n*cs': of, hts d'ai'tr'y'work

8,s a l.awyor thu,t.he fomncl h5.e greatest jo}' e$d satl.sfaa.ft l;on..

fo hlrn the prnoti.co of tho La,trv opers'ted' l"iire a magnet't

and" drew from hi.nr hi,s utrnobt' trr etrsngth of mind'' shetre'$b:en

and per.oonelltY.

l l e w j " l ] . b o g . n e a t t r . y m i . s g e d b y ' h l . s e . o l . x o a g u e s o f t h e J . e g a l .

p r o f e o n i o n , a n c l b y h l . e m a n f f r t r e n d , s l n B u f f a ] ' e C . o u n t y a , i e d

eLeowhere.

H e w a g a g o o d ' , c i . t i z o n l o l r i a b ' ] . e l a v l y e n , a n c l a r e a t r f r . l e n d .

Tlre worJ.d i'e better-- f,or- Ir'ts havtng;' Ltrred'

The Merirorial

Associ .at lon w:LLl"  be

of thts Court '

preserl*ed on b;ehaLf

reetsed- asd f,i'3'ed

of the Tri-Cotrnibg' Ba't

with tbe Perma$€rrb: resorde


