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MEMORIAL TO OLARENCE E. .(CASEY) FUGINA' SR.

The Committsee appointed by rhe 
'PresidenL 

of Lhe Tri-County

Bar AssociaLion to pr .epare and present  to such Assocj -at ion a

Memor ia l  in  honor of  the la te Clarence E" (Casey)  Fugina,  Sr .

presqnts the following and moves that iL be made a ParL of the

mlnuqes of  Ehe Tr i -counEy Bar Associat lon and thaL i t  be f i led

with the circuit courL of Trempealeau county, and that lt also be

presented to Ehe fami ly  of  che decedent .

.  Clarence E.  Fugina Sr .  was born on September 28,  1898,

in the c i ty  of  Ancadia,  wlsconsin,  Lo Alo is  and Kather ine Rohn

Fuglrrra. He r:eceived his grade school and high sc'hooL education

in Arcadia. ElCher before or during hls matrlculation l-n Liberal

ArL6 aL the univers i ty  of  wisconsin,  he enLered the Ml l i tary Serv ice

of  h i "s  country dur ing wor ld war I .  Thereaf ter  he was act ive ln  the

orgagrizat,ion of the American Legion Post in Arcadla and actlve in

laten Legion act iv i t ies and af fa i rs .  He was a graduate of  che

University of Wisconsin at Madison, WJ-sconsin and immediately following

his ;graduation he taughc school at New Richmond' Wisconsin for a

p e r i i o d o f t h r e e y e a r s a n d t h e n r e t u r n e d t o t h e U n i v e r s i t y a n d

entered the Law School. Durlng the Lime that he was studying he

d i s u i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f a s a n h o n o r s t u d e n t a n d i n ' r e c o g n i t ' i o n

t h e r e o f w a s n a m e d a s E d i t o r o f t h e W i s c o n s i n L a w R e v i e w , a n d a t

L h e t i m e o f h i s g r a d u a t i o n L n L L S T , h e w a s e l e c t ' e d t o t h e O r d e r o f

Coi f  for  h is  academic e: rcel lense'

He pegan practicing law in Arcadia' Wisconsiin in the

f i r t r r o f G a v e n e y a n d B a r l o y . W h e n J o h n G a v e n e y b e c a r n e C o u n t y J u d g e

of i lrempealeau County, tshe firm became Barlow and Fugina' and

conti-nued as such unLil 1948 when the Law Firm of Fugina' KosLner'

Q u i n n a n d W a r d w a s e s t a b l i s h e d . H e s e r v e d t w o t e r m s a s T r e m p e a l e a u

Councy Dist r tc t  Actsorney,  having been e lected in  1936 and 1938'

He ret i red f rom the act ive prac l t ice in  1974'
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iHe married Gaynell L. t"ieyers" on June 7, Ig32, in Eau

CIa iSe ,  W iscons in .  He  i s  su rv i ved  by  h i s  w i f e ;  one  son ,  C la rence

Fug i r i a ,  J r . ,  o f  Ga lesv i l l . e ,  W iseons in ;  two  daugh te rs ,  l ( ay  l n i e t t l ach ,
:

of  O$hkosh,  Wisconsin;  F lo Genner:man,  of  Oconomowoc,  Wisconsin;

and geven grandchi ldren.  Three brothers and one s is ter  preceded
i

h im ln  dea th .

,He was a Charger  lu lernber and a Past  Presldent  of  the Tr i -County

Bar $ssociat ion and a member of  the State Bar of  Vl isconsin

I  t le  rvas act ive in  the orgAnizat ion of  the Tr i -County Bar

Assof iaLion in  the mid- twent ies when the prominent  members of  the

bar pf  Jackson,  Trempealeau and Buf fa lo County \ , rould gather  for  an

af tepnoon of  gol f  and an evening devoted to d inner  and good fe l low-

ship i .  Casey,  as the Secretary and Treasurer  of  Lhe Associat ion rvas

charped wiCh the payment  of  the expenses of  the ineet j -ngs and,  unt i l

t .he pdvent  of  the pol icy of  "pay nol f t '  enf  orced by the then Treasurer ,

Edwapd i (u l ig ,  would hope to be re lmbursed in the fo l lowing year .

I  Dur ing the per iod of  h is  associat ion wiEtr  Ehe State Bar of

Wiecjonsin he served ln a number of  d i f ferenE caPacl t les.  The one

for lwhich he was best known and for which he was very htghly

regqrded and recognized by rhe staEe Bar and by the cour t  was as a

memler  of  uhe Board of  s tate Bar commissioners f rom 1952 unt i l  L974'

In the years Pr ior  to  Wor lc l  V ' lar  I I ,  Casey '  somehow'  despi te h is

bus{  and wide ranging Law praet j -ce found t ime to devote h is  energies

t o { s s i s t i n g i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f c i v i c a n d s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n

Arc4dia.  l le  was one of  the founders of  the Arcadia Gol f  Clubl  the

Arcr i rd ia C1ub,  whose members '  so lne of  the leading c i t izens of  Arcadia '

met ;weekly in  execut ive sesslon for  many years to test  Dame Fortune

in pames of  chance.  We presume that  he nor ' ' r  has jo ined h is  c lub

asspciates around a round table in  the sky '



iHe was a d i rector  of  the State.  Bank of  Arcadi -a f rorn

1945 i t o  L972  and  was  P res i -den t  o f  t he  bank rs  Boa rd  o f  D i rec to rs

f rom i1967  t . o . ' , L972"  He  had  a l so  se rved  as  A rcad ia ' s  C i t y  A t to rney

for feveral years and for many years \{as a member of t l"re Arcadia

ProjpcEs Board and iL was ln boch of  sueh capaci t ies that  he had

a traird in protnoting and helping to create and establlsh new

busi |Tess in terests in  the Ci ty  of  Arcadia and \n lork ing wi th the

same i  f o r  t he  bes t  i n te res t s  o f  t he  C l t y .

i  Casey was act lve in  Republ ican Party  pol iUics in  Western

wiscpnsin.  For  mal" ry  years,  he was counEy chai rman of  Trempealeau

Counly Republ lcans,  and exer ted extenslve in f luence in Dist r lc t

and lSCate pol i t icat  c i rc les.  One,  seeking Pol iL ica l  aPPointment

in lestern Wisconsin d id vre l l  Lo seek h is  endorsement '

,  He *vas b lessed wl th and possessed some very unusual

and jg l f  ted qual i t ies.  He l . , ras a man of  super in te l l igence whlch

maniifested thls ln hLs photograprhlc meinory coupled vrith the

i

rar4 abi l i ty  of  instants recal l  o f  in format ion conta ined in
I

si t rpat ions,  events,  mater ia ls ,  conversaLj -ons and the l ike wi th

whigh he had been involved at sorne tlme in his l i fe and career '

, He was always a profound student of che law during

af f i  o f  h is  i l lust r ious legal  career .  He lgas a very capable and

flnp trial lawyer when he was active in the Cour:cs and was in

his t  act lve years wel l  known and respected for  h is  t r ia l  work in

thei  var ious cour ts  of  the Tr i -county Bar Associat ion,  of  surrounding

:
Cor j ln t ies,  and in oEher Count ies of  th is  SLaEe'  He had many cases

be{ore tshe Supreme Court  of  ch is  State on some very v i ta l  and

cor iLt rovers iat  issues and polnLs of  law'  In  h is  Court  work and

haqdl ing of  cases he was a lways wel l -prepared and presenEed his

ca$e wi th d igni tY and f inesse'

i He was a kind and genLle man and it may well be saicl that

sufh qual l t ies helped make h is  handl ing of  1-egal  cases and



dea[ ing wi th c ] - ients f rom ar l  warks.  of  r i fe  very much easier .

He1vas  a  man  o f  deep - roo tec l  s tanda rdq  and  va lues ,  o f  h i gh  i dea l s ,:
andi  of  soun{ :mora1 pr inc ip les,  a l l  o f  which combi-ned to mord h is
rvayi  of  l i fe  and h is  pract ice of  the law into a r . rhoresome and

uplfft ing servic'e to those rvhom he sought to herp. l le \4ras a lnan

of  peep fa ich,  s imple t ruths and f l rm convict lons.  l re  rvas g i f ted

wtt { r  an lnner  sense arrd qual - t ty  of  farrnesg and jusur .cq,  and for

thefe he was respected and admired by f r iend and adversary a l ike.

i  tn  f i t t ing t r ibute to Casey many of  the same qual l t les

whl fh r^rere at t r ibutable to hrs long- t ime assoclate and law par tner

for jmany years -  the l -ate Lavern G.  i (ostner  -  ln  the l , lernor ia l  to

himj in that  par t icu lar  language whtch fo l lows,  can be said to
I

ru l f r  and adequate ly  apply a l ike to casey and the sar le are repr inted
I

her$ ln  the fo l lowing paragraphs.
i
i  "He possessed thaL rare and g i f ted qual i ty  of  human

undgrstanding and re lat ing wi th cornpassion but  f i rmness to people 's

feg{ l  problems and was able to counsel  and reaesure them in a
;

manfer  rvh lch helped t roubled and depressed people regain the

necgssary conf idence i -n chemselvee.  This is  what  can be said to

be  f r i s  g i f t  Lo  t he  peop le  who  were  h i s  c l i enLs ,  assoc ia les ,  and

fr ignds .  "
i

I "Fle rsrer miniinized or put, dovrn the J.mporEance of a

c l i gn t ' s  p rob lem o r  conce rn  and  ahvays  gave  iE  h i s  bes t  e f f o r t s .

Al t f iough he was and l lked to be referred to as er  "smal t  town lawyer"

in  fhe scope of  h is  Law pracl ice over  a cont j -nuous per iod af  47
:

yeafs he was t ru ly  a very wor ld.Ly pract l t ioner  based on the s lze

and i  scope  o f  h i s  l a r v  p rac l i ce . "

i  "L ts  wel l  known that  in  t r is  many years of  law pract ice

thap he acted and f i l led the ro le in  many instances of  umpire,

refpree,  mediator ,  moderator ,  arb icrauor,  peacernaker,  eonf icant ,

couf ise lor  and adviser  to couples wi th matr imonj .a l  problems,

chalnpion of the right of anyone who had legal problems, and



uno{f ic ia l ly  in  Lhe var ious ro les.which.have been endear ingly  at ; r ibuted

to  t 1 im  such  as  f am i l y  adv i se r ,  f a the r  '  con fesso r ,  psycho log i s t ,

psy$hoana l y f f . i  . " d  s r ree i=1eve l  psych ia t r i sL . , ,

:  "He a l rvays appearecl  to  have a keen intu iEive and down-Eo-
1 . .

ear$h grasp of  the v i ta t r  fac|s  and c i rcumstances in  every s i tuat ion
I

he qas involved in,  to  s tarr  out  j -n  a case ru i th  some preconceived
: -

goal i  and gaine p lan,  and wi th a sound approach as to the use,  appl i -

caE lon ,  and  hand r i ng  o f  r he  l aw  as  i L  app l i ed  t o  bo rh  s i c l es  o f  a

cas { ,  and  w i th  a  s t rong  sense  o f  t he  ' va lue  o f  a  case r  bo th  f r om

set l lernent  and for  t r la l ,  both f rom the monetary standpoint  and

fronf  the personal  angle insofar  as i t  involved the personar i t ies

in  {ny  g i ven  case . "

i  "H" r " "  b lessed rv i th  the re i re qual i t ies of  a deep 1ove

for  i the practLce of  larv,  s t rong pr lde in  hLs work,  and hur . r iL i ty
:

in $he manner in rshich he went about doing iE.. He was mosL gentle

and  i cons ide ra te  l n  dea l i ng  r v l t h  peop le ' s  f ee l i ngs  and  emo t i ons ,

but  
i fe t  

he was f i rm enough in h ls  deal ings rv i th  the opposi t , ion

to e inable h im to accompl lsh the best  resul ts  posslb le for  h ls
I

c l i $ n t s .  "
i
i  "He was a man of  except lonal  depth and st rong character .
i

He ryas a man of maEure judgment who had a sound sense of values
i

, l

whl fh guided h im in h ls  pract ice of  law and ln advis ing c l ients.

l {e rJyas g i f ted wi th the qual i t ies of  se l f -assurance and poise

whffh gave to trirn a profound sense of dignlry and eaee of manner.

Al t l i rough f i rm and del iberate,  he was a l r , rays gracious,  considerate,

syml5athet ic ,  and understanding.  l le  had a cheerfu l  d tsposi t ion,

a kpen wi t ,  a  del ighcfu l  sense of  humor,  and an opt imist ic  out look

on  t i f e .  "

I  "Uis act ive par t ic ipat lon in  the pract ice of  Law in the

rnani, tfelds in which he was consldered an expert, his lnvolvement

in i t re  f ie l -d of  legal  counsel ing,  and h is  cont inuous interest  in

civf.c and cornmunity affairs for 47 years in the ciLy of Arcadla



andi  the surrounding area,  qual i f led 'h in as one of  the t ru ly  great

andioutstanding country lawyers of  h is  t ime."

i  l^ i i th  the c lose f r iendship and work i .ng re lat ionship as

busfness par tner .s  which ex isEed between casey and La Vern for

a lmPst  a l l  o f  the act ive work ing careers of  each of  thern i t  seerns

onl f  narura l  t t ra t  thei r  ind iv idual  thoughts,  acLions,  accomplLsh-

i nen fs ,  successes ,  s tanda rds ,  p r l nc lp les ,  e th i cs ,  and  v i r t ues  we re

ver f  c lose to each others in  such a way that  they complemented : ' "  .

eacl r  oLhers.

I IIe was a very dedtcated farnlly rnan who loved the close

cornpany of his own iurnedlate farnlly and Lheir families. He was a

very pract ica l  and successfu l  businessman in a l l  o f  h is  business

venpures.  l {e  v /as a very modest  and unsel f ish man as was evidenced
I

thrpughout  h is  l i fe  by h is  many accs of  k lndness and char i ty  for

indf l -v iduals and h is  cof fnunl ty .  He was a lso a very devout  and re l lg lous
:

manl  and h is  Church af f i l iac ion was an in tegra l  par t  of  h is  l i fe .
'
:  When he was in the pr ime of  h is  legal  career  he led a

onefman crusade against  andaLuack on the U,  S.  Government  Corps

,of  pnglneers and r \ ras successfu l  ln  batc l ing them Lo a standst l - l I

for i  a  number of  years by h is  proLest  against  the "unauthor ized

Upppr River  Draw-Down" each fa l t  in  order  Eo provide more waLer

for i  Down River  Navigat ion regardless of  the resulEing deat 'h  of

f ts lh,  migratory b i rds,  aquaLic p lants and animals,  and other  wi lc l

l i f i e .  As  a  resu l t  o f  h i s  pe rs i s ten t  e f f o rLs  such  p rac t l ces  have

nor4 been min imized mater ia l ly  wi th new importance being p laced on

anyl  resul r ing damages f rom such act lon.

,  nur ing h is  l i fe t ime Casey enjoyed many hobbies.  Probably

thQ one which he enjoyed the most  and for  the greatest  par t  of  h is

ac$ive l i fe l^7as f ish ing,  l {e  \^ /as an expert  f ly  rod f isherman and

use id  Ch i s  Lechn ique  fo r  E rou t ,  sma l l  mou th  bass ,  sun f i sh ,  and  c rapp ies '

He ishared h is  love of  f  ish ing wi th both h is  ornrn chiLdren in thei r



yourlger days ancl then later 
.with 

his granclchildren, with the f amily

cotqage belors the Trempealeau.Dam as the weekend and sumner vacat ion

hea+quarters_. . :  In  h is  ear ly  days he was a lso an av id hunEer and

rnad$ numerous t r ips to the Dakotas to hunt  pheasants.  For  many years

in $ is  younger d4ys he was an av i ,d gol fer  rvho shot  a lo t  of  excel lent

gol f ,  which he shared Lhe enthusiasm for  wi th h is  lovely  wi fe and

ch i f d ren .

,  I t  was a lways a rare pr iv i lege and Ereat  to  have a good

andi  ser ious conversat ion wi th Casey because you a lways l -earned

somfth ing just  by l is tening.  In  a l ighter  ve in he a lways to ld

f is{ r ing and hunt ing stor ies rvel l  and wiLh t rue real ism. He was,

howpver,  at  h is  absolute best  ! , then af ter  a couple of  dr inks he

propeeded to enterLain and quote Poetry for  hours at  a t ime f rom

mempry. For rnany years he preserved much of his wit and humor

in Fhe stor ies rvhich he wrote for  Lhe Arcadia paPer.

'  Ag was expressed in the Memor la l  for  La Vern the same

thopght  and feel ing in  our  opin ion sui tably  and af fect ionate ly

appi t ies Eo Casey in these words:  -  "The works,  accompl ishmenus,

r r rd t r iu tnphs of  Clarence E (Casey)  Fugina,  Sr .  ref lect  wel l  ln  the

tra ld i t ions of  the Tr i -county Ba.r  Associat ion and he wi l l  be long

renlembered a8 a Lrue exempl i f ica l lon of  a "country Lawyer.  "

IN FOND AND LOVING MBMORY OF CLARENCE E' (CASEY) FUGINA, SR'

RESPECTFULLY AND SINCERELY SUBMITTITD
TO THE }IEMBERS OF THN TRI-COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION IN ATTB}IDANCE AT
THE REGULAR SUMMIiR MBBTING OF T1'IB
ASSOCIATI.ON ON TI"IURSDAY, AUGUST
14,  1986,  HELD AT DEER ] 'SLA} lD'


