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About the Presenter... 
 
Timothy C. Samuelson is the Director of the Office of Lawyer Regulation. The Wisconsin Supreme Court 
appointed Samuelson to serve as OLR Director in August 2021. He was formerly the Civil Chief Assistant 
United States Attorney in the Western District of Wisconsin, an Assistant Attorney General with the 
Wisconsin Department of Justice, and a Dane County Circuit Court Judge. Samuelson worked in private 
practice in Chicago for 14 years before moving to Wisconsin in 2012. He graduated from Valparaiso 
University (B.A., 1995) and Indiana University School of Law (J.D., 1998).  
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Is this presentation
ethics advice?

NO!

1

2



2

Learning 
Objectives

Office of Lawyer 
Regulation: the basics

OLR investigations and 
prosecutions

Supreme Court Rules of 
Professional Conduct

Resources

Questions and 
discussion
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The lawyer regulation system is 
established to carry out the Supreme 
Court’s constitutional responsibility to 
supervise the practice of law and 
protect the public from misconduct by 
persons practicing law in Wisconsin.

SCR ch. 21 (preamble)
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The lawyer regulation system 
is established to carry out the 
Supreme Court’s 
constitutional responsibility 
to supervise the practice of 
law and protect the public 
from misconduct by persons 
practicing law in Wisconsin.

SCR ch. 21 (preamble)

But … how?

• Education
• Treatment
• Warning
• Punishment

Education
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Treatment

•   Initial evalu ation 

• Referrals

• Peer assistance

• Consultation

• Education

• Outreach
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Intake Investigation Litigation
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94%

5%
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19,927 Active, Dues-Paying Lawyers

No grievances
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Diversion (SCR 22.10)

• Level of private reprimand or less

• No public discipline in the last 5 years

• Not previously diverted for similar conduct

• No sexual relations prohibited under SCR 
20:1.8

• No misappropriation, dishonesty, fraud, 
deceit, family violence, or serious crime

• No injury to monetary rights, legal rights, or 
valuable property rights unless restitution is a 
condition

• Misconduct is not part of a pattern of similar 
misconduct

Intake Investigation Litigation
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How do you get to Investigation?

• Fail to cooperate at Intake

• Reject or breach a diversion agreement

• Reject an offered consensual reprimand

• Have alleged misconduct that’s serious enough to 
potentially result in suspension or revocation

29

30



16

Intake Investigation Litigation
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Why?
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OLR v. Johnson, 2023 WI 73
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HOW SHOULD I SAY 
SOMETHING?

1. Email OLR.Intake@WiCourts.gov

2. Call (608) 267-7274

3. Fax …?

Help for the Lawyer
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Contact 
Us

For any questions or concerns

Timothy C. Samuelson
Deputy
Timothy.Samuelson@WiCourts.gov

WISCONSIN OFFICE OF LAWYER REGULATION
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