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About the Presenter...

Timothy C. Samuelson is the Director of the Office of Lawyer Regulation. The Wisconsin Supreme Court
appointed Samuelson to serve as OLR Director in August 2021. He was formerly the Civil Chief Assistant
United States Attorney in the Western District of Wisconsin, an Assistant Attorney General with the
Wisconsin Department of Justice, and a Dane County Circuit Court Judge. Samuelson worked in private
practice in Chicago for 14 years before moving to Wisconsin in 2012. He graduated from Valparaiso
University (B.A., 1995) and Indiana University School of Law (J.D., 1998).























































































SCR 20:1.8 Conflict of Interest:

Prohibited Transactions

A lawyer generally should not enter into a business transaction with a
client or knowingly acquire an ownership, possessory, security or other
pecuniary interest adverse to a client unless certain circumstances exist.




SCR 20:1.15 Safekeeping property;

trust accounts and fiduciary accounts

Trust Account Program

All documents are in Adobe PDF @ format unless otherwise stated.

The OLR Trust Account Program has two primary goals: 1) to oversee
compliance with the Wisconsin Supreme Court's overdraft reporting
requirements; and 2) to educate lawyers with respect to safeguarding funds
and maintaining proper records. For further information, please see OLR's
Annual Report.

Financial institutions: For further information on lawyer trust accounts and
fiduciary accounts, including overdraft reporting, IOLTA requirements,
electronic transactions and prohibited transactions, see information for
financial institutions.

wicourts.gov/services/attorney/trust.htm

Trust Account Issues

Private Reprimand, OLR Reprimand No. OLR-08
Rule: SCR 20:1.15(b)(1) Safekeeping property; trust accounts and fiduciary accounts

to disburse more than $270,000 to his clients from their trust account pursuant to a settlement agreement. A third-party
nt the lawyer an email m e from an email address that was similar but not identical to the clients’ email address. The
s to an out-of-state bank where the clients did not have accounts.

law firm’s malpractice ins ce carri

By initiating a wire transfer of client funds pursuant to fraudulent wiring instructi
funds, including the failure to verify the wiring instructions with the client or client’s ban
that should have raised sus »ns about the fraud, the lav :1L.15(b)(1).

and issued a private consensual reprimand pursuant to SCR 22.09(3).

The parties considered aggravating and mitigating factors pursuant to t BA Standards for Impos
joint request that the Referee impose a private reprimand. In mitigation, the lawyer promptly reimbursed
plus interest.

-iplinary history: The lawyer had been practicing for more than 15 years and had no prior disciplir




NOVEMBER 06, 2024
Dilemma: Will I Be Disciplined If I Fall for a Wire Transfer Scam?

There are a lot of scams out there to induce the lawyer to deposit a payment and quickly
send funds out by wire transfer from a trust account. Will a lawyer who falls for one face
disciplinary action?

TIMOTHY J. PIERCE

SCR 40.15 Attorney’s Oath

“ ... I will abstain from all

offensive personality ...”
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Offensive Personality

“The requirement to abstain from all

offensive personality ... applies not only

SupREME COURT OF WISCONSIN

to the direct practice of law, but also to

the business of law, and to the lawyer’s
conduct beyond the practice or

business of law.”

OLR v. DeLadurantey, 2023 WI 17

How do you know what’s offensive?

Threatening to kill someone?
Swearing at opposing counsel’s client?
Physical altercation!?

istributing picture captioned “accused serial
Distributing pict t 1

. ”?
rapist”?

Making offensive sexual comments to a court
reporter!

Pervasive verbal abuse of administrative staff?
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Offensive Personality to Staff

“The referee found that ... Attorney Johnson
repeatedly used the words ‘bitches,’ ‘stupid bitches,’
‘whores,’ ‘idiots,” ‘retard,” and ‘retarded’ when
addressing staff. The referee further found that
Attorney Johnson yelled at staff, sometimes for an
extended period of time, and occasionally hit the
counter or wall when upset. The referee further
found that Attorney Johnson yelled at three of his
staff members, ‘I hope you and all your fucking
children die,’ causing one staff member to quit
immediately because she had a young child
suffering from cancer.”

OLR w. Johnson, 2023 WI1 73,97

SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN

SCR 40.15 Attorney’s Oath

939 &as for Attorney Johnson's argument that the
recommended six-month suspension 1is excessive, we disagree.
Attorney Johnson's first category of misconduct—his pervasive
verbal abuse of his staff members, compelling many of them to

quit—alone Jjustifies a not-inconsequential suspension. In

OLR w. Johnson, 2023 WI 73
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REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

WisLAP

Wisconsin Lawyers Assistance Program

HOW SHOULD I SAY
SOMETHING?

1. Email OLR.Intake@WiCourts.gov
2. Call (608) 267-7274

SrenBaxs

ar.org/WisLAP
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Community Resources
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For any questions or concerns

Timothy C. Samuelson
Contact B

Timothy.Samuelson@WiCourts.gov

WISCONSIN OFFICE OF LAWYER REGL

JLATION
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