
 
 
 
200   Burden of Proof:  Ordinary 
 
 
 Certain questions in the verdict ask that you answer the questions “yes” or “no.”  
The party who wants you to answer the questions “yes” has the burden of proof as to 
those questions.  This burden is to satisfy you by the greater weight of the credible 
evidence, to a reasonable certainty, that “yes” should be your answer to the verdict 
questions. 
 

The greater weight of the credible evidence means that the evidence in favor of a 
“yes” answer has more convincing power than the evidence opposed to it.  Credible 
evidence means evidence you believe in light of reason and common sense. 
 
 “Reasonable certainty” means that you are persuaded based upon a rational 
consideration of the evidence.  Absolute certainty is not required, but a guess is not 
enough to meet the burden of proof. 


