
   

  

 

State Bar of Wisconsin Modest Means Referral Service Client Instruction Sheet 
 
The Modest Means Program of the State Bar of Wisconsin assists people whose income is too high to 
qualify for free legal services, but too low to pay a lawyer’s standard rate. The Modest Means Program is 
run by the Lawyer Referral and Information Service at the State Bar. When we receive your 
completed application and documentation, we will try to match you with an attorney who has agreed to 
consider certain cases at a reduced rate. 
 
The Modest Means Referral Service accepts applications for legal matters in these areas of practice: 
Bankruptcy, Criminal Defense (including ordinance violations, traffic offenses, and misdemeanors), 
Consumer Law, Power of Attorney and Wills, and Family Law. 
 
To apply for reduced fee legal services: 
 

1. Complete the application form.  Include a description of your legal problem.   
Sign and date the application. 

 
2. Make copies of your income and expenses documentation.  Include your wages, court ordered 

income (such as child support or maintenance), and benefits such as Social Security, SSI, 
workers compensation, unemployment or VA benefits.  Block out sensitive information such as 
your Social Security number or bank account numbers.  Send copies of your documentation with 
your application. 

 
3. Send the signed application form and copies of income documentation to our office at: 

State Bar of Wisconsin 
Modest Means Referral Service 

P O Box 7158 
Madison, WI 53707-7158 

4. If you have questions about the application, please call our office at 1-888-529-7599. You can 
find additional information about the Modest Means program on our website at: 
www.wisbar.org/modestmeans. 

 
Your eligibility for this program is determined by qualifications that include household income.  To be 
eligible for this program, your household income must fall between 125% and 250 % poverty level. 
 

Size of household Annual Income is at least 
Annual income is not 

more than 

1 $18,825 $37,650 

2 $25,550 $51,100 

3 $32,275 $64,550 

4 $39,000 $78,000 

5 $45,725 $91,450 

6 $52,450 $104,900 

7 $59,175 $118,350 

8 $65,900 $131,800 

 

http://www.wisbar.org/modestmeans

