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About the Presenters...
Emile H. Banks, Jr., is founder of Emile Banks & Associates LLC, a trial counsel litigation firm.  Mr. Banks  
has been named Top 10 Attorneys in Wisconsin by Thomsen Reuters Super Lawyer in 2021 and 2022.   
He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and past President of American Board of Trial  
Advocates.  Mr. Banks is also in two other invitation-only, very select prestigious national legal associations: 
Litigation Counsel of America and International Association of Barristers.  He was named Best of the Best  
Mediators (2021) and Best of the Best Arbitrators (2022) by Wisconsin Law Journal.  In 2015 and 2021 he  
was named Lawyer of the Year - Insurance Law by Best Lawyers.   

Michael J. Cerjak is one of the founders of Barton Cerjak, S.C., a litigation boutique in Milwaukee that  
focuses on a variety of personal injury, civil rights, commercial litigation, and class action matters. Most  
recently, he has specialized in representing individuals seriously harmed as the result of substandard care,  
errors, or systemic deficits in nursing homes, prisons, hospitals, and long-term care facilities. Before devoting 
his practice to representing individuals, families, and closely held businesses, Michael spent years representing  
large institutions—insurers, large corporations, and governmental entities—in commercial litigation, insurance 
coverage,  civil rights, and personal injury cases. Since joining the plaintiffs’ bar, Michael was nominated for  
and selected to serve on the Wisconsin Association of Justice’s Amicus Committee, a group of highly trained 
trial attorneys who work to present and highlight arguments before the Wisconsin Supreme Court and  
Wisconsin Court of Appeals in notable cases. He is listed in Best Lawyers in America for his work in Personal 
Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs, he has been recognized by Super Lawyers as a Rising Star every year since 2012,  
and Milwaukee Magazine has named him as a Leading Lawyer in Insurance Law. In 2021, he was named a 
Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America. Michael received his undergraduate degree in software  
engineering from Milwaukee School of Engineering with honors and his law degree from Marquette  
University Law School cum laude. 

Michael P. Crooks is a shareholder with the firm of von Briesen & Roper, S.C.  His main areas of practice are 
commercial litigation, legal malpractice, medical malpractice, accounting malpractice, insurance defense and 
coverage issues, bad faith litigation, products liability work, premises liability, defamation suits, breach of contract, 
personal injury defense and third-party recovery.  He also spends about 35% of his time mediating cases.  Mike 
received his B.A. degree, cum laude, from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. degree, cum laude, from the 
University of Wisconsin.  Since law school, he has lectured for the State Bar's "Building Your Practice" series, for the 
Wisconsin Judicial College, for the Civil Trial Counsel of Wisconsin on litigation issues and municipal immunity, for 
the Wisconsin Law School on mediation, discovery practices, and various other litigation related topics for many 
other groups.  

Mary Lee Ratzel is a trial lawyer who has tried close to 100 jury trials, the majority of which involved the 
defense of physicians and health care providers in medical malpractice actions. In addition, she has served  
on a panel of attorneys as National Counsel defending pharmaceutical and medical products companies in 
multi-party litigation involving toxic shock syndrome, latex gloves, Phen-Fen, and surgical components.  
This also included negotiating settlements in over 200 pharmaceutical cases in the State of Wisconsin. 
Mary Lee has received training in Alternative Dispute Resolution through the American Health Lawyers  
Association. For the last eighteen years, Mary Lee has been an adjunct professor at Marquette University  
Law School teaching Advanced Trial Advocacy. She currently also serves as a mediator in litigation matters 
involving automobiles, product liability, construction, personal injury and property loss cases, while maintaining 
her law practice in Brookfield, at Ratzel & Associates. 



Christine M. Rice is a Shareholder and the President of Simpson & Deardorff, S.C.  She graduated cum laude with 
a bachelor’s degree in nursing from Carroll College, and after practicing for several years as a registered nurse, she 
returned to law school and graduated magna cum laude from Marquette University.  Ms. Rice practices in all areas 
of insurance defense, specializing in insurance coverage.  Ms. Rice is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin.  She 
also served on Wisconsin Defense Counsel’s Board of Directors from 2014 through 2021 and was President of the 
organization from 2019-2020.  
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