
Disappointed
by response
Dear Editor,

On April 13, residents who live
near Sommers Landing Park
pleaded with the Park Board not
to install a mini skate park at
Sommers Landing Park.  They
urged the Board to vote “no”
because of their concerns about
noise and delinquent behavior.

According to them, it’s OK to
send the “perceived” riffraff else-
where. A teacher of 30-plus years
went as far to imply all teenage
kids are bad. One resident sug-
gested kids shoulder a rifle to
hunt squirrels, as he did as a kid.
Few, however, showed up to sup-
port a proposed skate park.  

Skateboarding is a mainstream
activity. There’s barely a commu-
nity that doesn’t offer a free skate
park. Last week the Star-
Observer posted notice where kids
should not skate but didn’t indi-
cate where skaters can legally go.
The YMCA’s Royalty Park is one
good option, but it is geared to
older kids and difficult for
younger kids to get to. Where
should these kids go? 

I don’t blame some residents for
not liking the idea of a skate park
at Sommers Landing Park. What
I didn’t like is they pretended
their opposition was due to their
“concerns” rather than their own
self interests.

One resident suggested we
move the ice rink to Sommers
Landing Park and the proposed
skate park to Pepperfest Park.
That’s a good idea. Many success-
ful skate parks are adjacent to
municipal buildings. How about
moving Pepperfest to Sommers
Landing Park making it the cen-
tral community park with band
shell, live music, venders and
biannual motorcycle rallies?  Does
a dog park make sense? Should
we be able to ride a bike safely
across Lake Mallalieu? Let’s work
together to make all village parks
accessible and provide a safe place
for 8-15 year-old kids to go so they
don’t misbehave because of noth-
ing to do.

On April 13 the park board
voted against a proposed skate

park location. A skate park is still
on the table and a priority identi-
fied in the Village Park and
Outdoor Recreation Plan. The
Board responded to residents who
like Sommers Landing Park the
way it is - quiet - with little activi-
ty except for the occasional tod-
dler and parent. Now it’s your
turn. Go to www.northhudsonvil-
lage.org. Read the 2008-2013
Parks and Recreation Plan.
Review the Village
Comprehensive Plan. Show up at
the Park Board meetings (second
Monday each month). Only then
can we truly represent your inter-
ests not just the concerns of a
select few.  

Susan Overson
North Hudson

Park Board member

Critical of
Kaisersatt 
Dear Editor,

For school board member Mark
Kaisersatt to say he would “save a
seat” for Marion Shaw at the next
school board meeting is one of the

most disingenuous statements I
think that I’ve ever seen in your
paper. Let’s have a look at Mr.
Kaisersatt’s rather sordid history
on the board and his complete dis-
regard for citizen input at the
school board meetings.

Since Mark’s arrival on the
board the following steps have
been taken to limit the ability of
citizens to participate in the meet-
ings:

1) For many years citizens were
able to address the board at the
beginning of each meeting. Now if
you want to speak at a meeting
about something not on the agen-
da you must wait until the very
end of the meeting. Sometimes
this can be 3-4 hours of sitting
and listening to their mindless
chatter and gratuitous backslap-
ping just to address the board. 

2) Before Mr. Kaisersatt came
on the board you could speak at a
meeting without filling out any
paperwork. Now you must fill out
a speech permit detailing exactly
what you wish to speak about. 

3) And don’t forget the stop-
watch that the board now uses to
time citizens so they don’t dare go
over their allotted time. Even the
Mayor of Hudson was recently put
on the clock when he spoke. Of

course those that rise to agree
with the board are rarely given a
time limit.

4) And even if you jump
through all of the hoops that
Mark Kaisersatt has set-up in
order to bow down before him,
then he has one last resort. If he
doesn’t like what you’re saying
then he’ll call his buddies at the
Hudson police department to
escort you away. Please visit
http://home.comcast.net/~kdouds/1
4june.htm to see how this is done.
Listen carefully as Mark ridicules
Mr. Shaw and myself as we are
being illegally removed from this
meeting. What was our crime?
Having the nerve to question Mr.
Kaisersatt and his cronies.

Mark Kaisersatt takes umbrage
about being likened to Osama Bin
Laden. Given his abuse of citizens’
1st amendment rights, speech
restrictions at board meetings, the
use of the local brown shirts to
remove citizens for no legal reason
and control of the media (includ-
ing his own $80,000 a year propa-
ganda minister), he reminds me of
someone as well, except this per-
son had a funny little mustache.

Curt Weese
North Hudson

Board member
Is criticized 
Dear Editor,

So last week we had Hudson
School Board member Mark
Kaisersatt responding to Mr.
Shaw in these very pages. I am
reminded by the old story that it
sometimes is better to appear
ignorant by not saying anything
than it is by opening your mouth
and removing all doubt.

Looks like Mr. Kaisersatt never
learned that lesson. Maybe it was
the highly paid media consultant
the district rewards with over
$80,000 a year for a part time gig
who penned the reply.

The crux of the disagreement
really lies in Mr. Kaisersatt’s
belief that someone would dare be
offended by his ideology that
thinks that government knows
better what to do with citizens
private property. He believes that
individuals do not have any inher-
it rights to keep the fruits of their
labor. He believes government
should redistribute it, in this case,
to the teachers union. Mr.
Kaisersatt has been on the side of
the takers most of his career and
has been the benefactor of govern-
ment jobs. Do you really think he
has ever had an objective view of
taxes or fiscal responsibility in his
life?

Why do we as taxpayers have a
government paid employee acting
as a supposedly objective negotia-
tor to a strong government union
to begin with? This is quid pro
quo at its best.

The answer to the questions is
straightforward. Without the tak-
ers ability to forcibly take the
wealth of others through the polit-
ical process, many would be rele-
gated to a lifestyle reflective of
their talents, intellect and motiva-
tion. For a majority I dare say,
such a change would mean living
with less.

Tu ne cede malis sed contra
audentior ito.

Do not give in to evil but pro-
ceed ever more boldly against it.

Chris Kilber
Hudson
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The proposed state budget has a disturb-
ing sales tax increase that will not only have
a negative effect on Wisconsin people, but
also most businesses.

The issue of a raising and expanding sales
taxes in Wisconsin has been whispered
about since the Governor’s “budget fix”
speech in mid-February.

Currently the state sales tax is 5 percent.
Most counties (61 of 72), including St. Croix
County, also have a .5 percent sales tax.
That brings the tax total to 5.5 percent in
most counties.

Some state lawmakers are toying with
raising this regressive tax another percent-
age point, or 6.5 percent locally. A regressive
tax is one that takes a larger percentage
from low-income people than from high-
income people. A regressive tax is generally
a tax that is applied uniformly, meaning that
it hits lower-income individuals harder. Not
only that, but the state is also considering
expanding the tax to many goods and servic-
es not now affected.

The list adds burden to virtually everyone
in Wisconsin. On top of the list is a sales tax
on utility services such as natural gas and
electricity. There are several other impacts: 

— personal service (Beauty, barber, nail
and other personal care; veterinary services
for pets; health clubs; admissions to educa-
tional events and places; dues to business
groups and fraternal organizations; auto

club fees; funeral services and caskets and
burial vaults);

— newspapers, periodicals and shopper’s
guides;

— advertising sales;
— services for property (janitorial, pest

extermination, certain physical plant servic-
es);

— business services (computer services,
management consulting, employment servic-
es and public relations);

— professional services (legal, architectur-
al, engineering, accounting, tax preparation);

— motor vehicle fuels (for businesses, par-
ticularly transportation and shipping);

— and fuel and electricity used in manu-
facturing.

On the surface, 6.5 percent might not look
so bad because Minnesota already there.
The big difference is that Minnesota already
exempts many more items than Wisconsin,
including tax on clothing.

By expanding the tax in Wisconsin, it
would place Wisconsin at an even larger dis-
advantage and would especially impact
those of us on the border.

In the fore mentioned list, “advertising
sales” was mentioned – that, of course,
impacts the Star-Observer and all other
print, broadcast, billboard, internet and
direct-mail media. Such a tax has been tried
in only one state – Florida, where it was
deemed a failure. 

Of course, many people don’t have much
sympathy for the media or other businesses,
but expanding sales taxes to businesses
always has a negative impact on what peo-
ple pay at the cash register. If a newspaper
charges a sales tax, that cost is passed on to
the businesses that buy the advertising.
They eventually must raise the price of
goods and services to cover the increase.
Complicating matters more are companies
doing advertising business in multiple
states. 

Wisconsin Newspaper Association
President Peter Fox said: “As legislatures
dominated by either party have done so
many times over the years, we do expect a
‘fast track’ effort to push sales-tax expansion
through the Legislature. This would mean
the bill would suddenly appear with little
public notice or opportunity for comment,
and be rushed into enactment.”

There are several groups and organiza-
tions in the state that always seek increased
government spending. These same groups
are big supporters of increasing, and
expanding, the scope of sales tax revenues.

There comes a time, however, when
squeezing more regressive tax dollars is not
the answer. This is that time, while we are
in the midst of our worst economic downturn
since the Great Depression. 

There comes a
time when
squeezing more
regressive tax
dollars is not the
answer. This is
that time, while
we are in the
midst of our
worst economic
downturn since
the Great
Depression.

Raising sales tax is bad but expanding it is worse

See LETTERS Page 9A
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